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Unity: Getting Back Together Again As 

A Catalyst For Revival

In the Gospel accounts, we see people 

get converted

. In the book of 

Acts, we see God’s people 

get together

. Even to the point of sharing 

everything in common, which included the apostles teaching (Acts

2:42). 

Throughout the book of Acts, we see God’s people 

get going

. And as 

God’s people were going with the Christian message, we see them 

getting back together again to resolve doctrinal disputes (Acts 

15)

—

particularly how God’s grace (v.11) and God’s law (v.20) work ou

t in 

the salvation of mankind. Notice that Peter and the Church leade

rs 

address these issues.

Someone has once said, if we are always worried about getting

together, we’ll never get going and if we’re always concerned ab

out 

getting going, we’ll never get together. Certainly 

getting going

and 

getting together 

are two sides of the same coin. These are not mutually 

exclusive concepts. We must get together 

as

we are getting going with 

the gospel message.     
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t, 

“We cannot win a lost world if we lose each other!” The high pri

estly 

prayer of Jesus in John 17 expresses that those who belong to Ch

rist 

should be one in the same way that Christ, the Son, is one with 

His 

Father

—

having the same doctrinal and missionary heart.

Since “unity” was the catalyst for the spiritual life recorded

in the book 

of Acts, unity is also the springboard for revival today. I have

listed a 

series of prayers that I trust God would answer, even using this

project

—

my very small lunch

—

to feed thousands.

Prayers:

1.

That the Great Commission would be realized as we are faithful t

o 

teach and obey 

everything 

the Lord has commanded (Matthew 28:18

-

20). In the same vein, may we guard our doctrine closely. Jesus 

expresses in his high priestly prayer, “Consecrate them in the t

ruth. 

Your word is truth” (John 17:17). To be ignorant of the Scriptur

es is 

to be ignorant of Christ; to be ignorant of Christ impedes our 

worship, confuses our mission, and robs God!
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’s truth 

(John 17:9

-

14), so that the world would know full well that we are 

sent from God (John 17:8).

3. That the Lord would add to the number of those being saved (A

cts 

2:47).

4. That Catholics would know and live their faith.

5. That Catholics and Protestants would seek unity (not well mea

ning but 

misguided ecumenism where agreeing to disagree out of “love” is 

just another name for “tolerance” or “indifference.” Bad theolog

y 

cannot masquerade as charity).

6. That non

-

Christians would be attracted to the joy found in a unified 

body of believers.

7. That the Church would have a renewed and restored relationshi

p.

* 

Note

: This PowerPoint presentation runs most effectively with the Gr

eek font 

(

Bwgrkl

) installed on your computer. If you do not have the Greek font 

you can 

download it at: http://www.

bibleworks

.com/fonts.html
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Scripture (The word of God written) alone [Protestant] OR Script

ure 

and

Tradition (The word of God spoken, The Word of God living) [Roma

n 

Catholic]?

#2 A Conversation About the Pope

Is the notion of the Pope biblical?

#3 The Question of Justification

What is the difference between the Catholic and Protestant under

standing 

of the doctrine of Justification?

#4 The Question of Mary

Something about Mary…Just another woman or something greater?

*Note from author: It is my intention to grow the number of subj

ect headings as I add to this project over time.
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[image: image6.wmf]The Question of Mary: 

Something about 

Mary…Just another 

woman or something 

greater?
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: Honoring Mary like 

Catholics do dishonors Christ! Christ died on the 

cross, not Mary. Christ is unique and all

-

sufficient, 

not Mary. She is just another woman God decided 

to use! 

Catholic Response

: All Her beauty comes from His 

grace. Christ and Mary are not in competition. To 

deny Mary’s place of honor is to deny the work of 

Christ. We should honor Mary no more and no less 

than Christ himself honors his Mother, for we 

imitate Him. Mother Teresa put it this way: “Know 

Mary, Know Jesus.”
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New Eve

New Queen Mother

New Ark

Mother of God

Virgin Birth

Coredemptrix

, Helper, Benefactress, Advocate,

Mediatrix

of All Graces

Immaculate Conception

Perpetual Virginity

Assumption

New Daughter of Zion
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New Eve

Against

: Mary as a new Eve is a Catholic invention. 

The words “new Eve” never appear in the Bible.

In Support

: The words “new Eve” do not appear in the 

Bible. However, words such as “new Adam,” “new 

Israel,”and “new Promised Land,” do not appear in the 

Bible either, yet we believe in the reality of the 

concept. Mary as the “new Eve” is revealed in the 

Scriptures and historically supported by the Church.
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New Eve

Biblical Evidence

:

1.

Eve gave God her “No” (Gen 3:1

-

6), while Mary gave God her 

“Yes” (

Lk 

1:38).

2.

Eve conceived “the word of the serpent” (Gen 3:1

-

6), while Mary 

conceived the Word of God (

Lk

1

-

2; 

Jn

1:14).

3.

Eve was the wife of Adam, while Mary is the wife, as a foretaste

of 

the Church, of the new Adam, Jesus Christ. Notice that the bride

and 

groom are never mentioned by name at the wedding at 

Cana

(John 2), 

but Jesus, Mary (as “woman” and “mother”), and the disciples are

the 

central feature of John. Also, consider Isaiah’s prophecy: “As a

young man marries a virgin, so shall your sons marry you, and as

the 

bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice ov

er 

you” (62:4

-

5).
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New Eve

4.

Eve came from Adam’s side (Gen 2:22), while Mary, as a foretaste

of the Church, comes forth from the New Adam’s side (

Jn

19:26

-

35; 

1

Jn

5:6

-

8). Prior to this, Adam and the new Adam, Jesus Christ, 

were tested in the garden (Eden and Gethsemane), both led to a 

“tree” (at Eden and at Calvary), both fall into a deep sleep of 

death 

(Gen 2:21 and

Jn

19:33

-

34).

5.

Eve is mother of all the living (Gen 3:20), while Mary is mother

of 

all the Church (Rev 12:17).

6.

Death through Eve (Gen 3), life through Mary (Gen 3:15, 

Jn 

1:14).

7.

“Behold, I make 

all things

new!” (Rev 21:5).
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New Eve

Early Church Witness

:

“Christ became man by the Virgin, in order that the disobedience

that 

proceeded from the serpent might receive its destruction in the 

same 

manner in which it derived its origin. For Eve, who was a virgin

and 

undefiled, having conceived the word of the serpent, brought for

th 

disobedience and death. But the Virgin Mary received faith and j

oy when 

the angel Gabriel announced the good tidings to her that the Spi

rit of the 

Lord would come upon her: wherefore also the Holy Thing begotten

of 

her is the Son of God; and she replied, ‘Be it unto me according

to Thy 

word’ (

Lk 

1:38). And by her has He been born, to Whom we have 

proved so many Scriptures refer, and by Whom God destroys both t

he 

serpent and those angels and men who are like him” (Justin Marty

r, 

Dialogue with 

Trypho

, 

160 AD).
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New Eve

Early Church Witness

:

“The knot of Eve’s disobedience was untied by Mary’s obedience: 

what 

the virgin Eve bound through her disbelief, Mary loosened by her

faith” 

(St. 

Irenaeus

, 

Against Heresies 3:22:4

, 180AD).

“As Eve believed the serpent, so Mary believed the angel. The 

delinquency which the one occasioned by believing, the other eff

aced by 

believing” (

Turtullian

, 

On the Flesh of Christ 17

, 220 AD).

* St. Augustine, St. John Damascene, St. Thomas Aquinas, etc.
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New Queen Mother

Against

: Again, Catholic invention we cry! Mary as a 

queen never appears in the Bible.

In Support

: The word “queen” does not appear in the 

Bible in connection to Mary. However, words such as 

“Trinity,” “Incarnation,” and “Omnipotence” do not 

appear in the Bible either, yet we believe in the reality 

of the concept. Mary as a “new Queen Mother” is 

revealed in the Scriptures and historically supported 

by the Church.
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New Queen Mother

Biblical Evidence

:

1.

The promise of the Messiah was to come from king David’s line, 

who will establish the throne of his kingdom forever (

2 Sam 7:12

-

14). Jesus is often referred to as 

“

the Son of David

”

(Mt 22:42). 

Fittingly, Jesus is the new Davidic King.

2.

Israel

’

s kingdom was a type of the kingdom of God (1 Sam 8:7) 

--

As 

David established a holy city in Jerusalem, so his ultimate succ

essor, 

Jesus Christ, would establish a heavenly new Jerusalem (Rev 21:2

). 

3.

The queen of the Davidic king was never his wife, rather, the qu

een 

was his mother (1 Kings 2:19). In a polygamous society, the quee

n 

mother was wife to the former king and mother to the present kin

g

—

she embodied the continuity of dynastic succession benefiting 

dynastic stability.
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New Queen Mother

Biblical Evidence

:

4.

The office of the queen mother is clear by the abuse of the powe

r 

given to those in office. 

Maacah

, queen mother to king 

Asa

, had an 

extensive influence on the people in the royal kingdom (1 

Kgs 

15:13). 

Athaliah

, queen mother to king

Ahaziah

, easily seized power 

upon her son

’

s death (2 King 11:1).

5.

Hear then, O house of David!

…

The Lord Himself will give you a 

sign. Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 

call his 

name Immanuel

”

(Isaiah 7:13

-

14). 

“

A virgin pledged to be married to 

a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was

Mary

”

(

Lk

1:27).
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New Queen Mother

Biblical Evidence

:

6.

The queen mother position in the Davidic kingdom was an official

place of honor and influential position, while the mother, Mary,

of 

the new Davidic king, Jesus, also holds a place of honor and 

influence in the new kingdom of God, evidenced by Mary

’

s 

intercessory role in the wedding at

Cana

(

Jn

2).

7.

Speaking against the pride of Judah and the great pride of Jerus

alem, 

Jeremiah proclaims what the Lord said to him, 

“

Say to the king and 

to the queen mother, 

‘

Come down from your thrones, for your 

glorious crowns will fall from your heads

’”

(

Jer

13:18). It is not 

surprising that we see the queen of the new Jerusalem reestablis

hed 

in the heavenly throne room. A 

“

crowned woman

”

, gave birth to a 

son, who was snatched up to God and his throne (Rev 12:1

-

5).
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New Queen Mother

Early Church Witness

:

John of Damascus, the last of the Church Fathers makes explicit 

what 

was implicit in the doctrine of his second

-

century predecessors and 

found in the early Church feast day readings honoring Mary. The 

feast 

day confirms Mary forever as the queen mother. The responsorial 

psalm 

of the feast day itself describes the wedding of a Davidic king:

“The 

queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold” (Ps 45:9). Yet

that line 

just as surely describes the heavenly court of the ultimate Davi

dic king, 

Jesus Christ, who reigns with His queen mother at His right hand

—

just 

as Solomon reigned beside 

Bathsheba

. “So it was fitting,” said John of 

Damascus

—

after calling Christ the New Solomon

—

“that the Mother 

should take up her abode in the Royal City of her Son.” (

Hail, Holy 

Queen

, 

pp.

110

-

111

with Church Father quote taken from 

This Day in 

Eden

: 

Toal

, 

Sunday Sermons

, vol. IV, 427).
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New Ark

Against

: Mary as a new Ark only exists in the overly 

imaginative mind. The words “new Ark” never appear 

in the Bible.

In Support

: The words “new Ark” do not appear in the 

Bible. However, words such as “new Temple,” “new 

Moses,” “new David,” and “new Solomon” do not 

appear in the Bible either, yet we believe in the reality 

of the concept. Mary as the “new Ark” is revealed in 

the Scriptures and historically supported by the 

Church.
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New Ark

Biblical Evidence

:

1.

Rather than dwelling in a tabernacle made of gold and lined with

precious gems, God dwelt within the flesh and blood of a human 

person, Mary. Mary is the ultimate tabernacle, gilded not with g

old, 

but by the grace of God. The apostle John proclaims, “the Word 

became flesh and

tabernacled

among us” (John 1:14). However, she 

is not merely a tabernacle or temple, also Mary is the most prec

ious 

item in the tabernacle or temple

—

the ark of the covenant.

2.

The ark of the old covenant was the most holy item in the tabern

acle 

or temple and it was holy because of what it contained. It held 

three 

significant items that were synonymous with God’s presence: (1) 

The 

stone tablets on which God had written the Ten Commandments for 

Israel on Mount Sinai; (2) A jar containing some of the manna Go

d 

miraculously provided as food for Israel; (3) The staff of Aaron

, the 

first high priest of Israel under the Old Covenant. 
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New Ark

Biblical Evidence

:

3.

Significant to the New Covenant people of God, the new ark 

contained Jesus as the: (1) New Law who is written on our hearts

; (2) 

New Bread from heaven who gives life to those who eat; (3) New 

High Priest who offers His own life for us.

4.

In the Old Testament the Spirit of God, the

Shekina

, would 

overshadow and rest upon the ark (Ex 40:1

-

34), also overshadowing 

the ark were the spread wings of the cherubim (Ex 25:20), both 

showing the people the Presence of God. Strikingly, Luke records

the 

angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you” (

Lk

1:35).
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New Ark

Biblical Evidence

:

5.

God’s presence in a concrete way is taken away from Israel when 

the 

ark is lost. The Old Testament records, “The glory has departed 

from 

Israel, for the ark of God was taken” (1 Sam 4:22). A later ark 

is also 

lost with the destruction of the temple it is said to be reserve

d for the 

final restoration of Israel (2

Macc

2:4

-

8; Bar 6:5

-

10).

6.

After Israel’s loss of the ark, it is no small thing to see Sime

on turn to 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, after seeing 

the glory return to Israel

. 

Simeon rejoices that the Lord has prepared “a light for revelati

on to 

the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel” (

Lk

2:39)!
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New Ark

Biblical Evidence

:

7.   God’s presence is concretely reestablished through Mary, th

e new 

ark, for all Israel to behold. The ark of the old covenant has b

een lost 

for many centuries before John’s heavenly vision sees the new ar

k in 

God’s heavenly throne room (Rev 11:19), and in it’s place stands

a 

“woman clothed with the sun” (Rev 12:1). This “woman” gave birth

to a male child destined to rule the nations with a rod of iron.

This 

male child, predicted in Psalm 2, can only be Jesus. His mother 

can 

only be Mary. Daniel described a closed door and scroll (Dan 14:

14, 

12:1

-

9), while Revelation describes an open door and scroll (Rev 4:1,

22:10). The writer of Hebrews recorded that “now is not the time

to 

speak in detail” about the ark of the covenant (Heb 9:3

-

5), while later 

John sees God’s temple now open in heaven. Within the temple, wa

s 

seen the ark of 

His

covenant, and in it’s place stands a “woman 

clothed with the sun” (Rev 11:19

-

12:1).
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New Ark

Biblical Evidence

:

Luke’s Gospel: Ark! Who goes there?

The babe leaps in Elizabeth

’

s womb (v. 41)

Leaping and dancing (v. 16)

Loud cry (v. 42)

Shouting (v. 15)

Mary rejoices (v. 47)

People Rejoice (v. 12)

Mary stays three months with Elizabeth (v. 56)

Ark there three months (v. 11)

House of Zechariah (v. 40)

House of

Obed

-

edom

(v. 10)

Who am I that the mother of my Lord should 

come to me? (v. 43)

How can the ark of the Lord come to me? (v. 9)

Mary arose and went to the hill country of 

Judah (v. 39)

David arose and went (v. 2) back to Judah

Luke 1

2 Samuel 6
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New Ark

Early Church Witness

:

“God paid such honor to the ark, which was the image and type of

your 

sanctity, that no one but the priests could approach it open or 

enter to 

behold it. The veil separated it off, keeping the vestibule as t

hat of a 

queen. Then what sort of veneration must we, who are the least o

f 

creatures, owe to you who are indeed a queen

—

to you, the living ark of 

God, the Lawgiver

—

to you, the heaven that contains Him Whom none 

can contain?” (The prayer of Saint 

Methodius

of Olympus and 

Patara

to 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

God paid such honor: Oration Concerning 

Simeon and Anna

, 5, ~295 AD).
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New Ark

Early Church Witness

:

“

O noble Virgin, truly you are greater than any other greatness. 

For who is your equal 

in greatness, O dwelling place of God the Word? To whom among al

l creatures shall I 

compare you, O Virgin? You are greater than them all. O [Ark of 

the New] Covenant, 

clothed with purity instead of gold [cf.

Exod

. 25:10

-

22]! You are the Ark in which is 

found the golden vessel containing the true manna, that is, the 

flesh in which divinity 

resides [cf.

Exod

. 16:31

-

34, Heb. 9:1

-

5, John 6:48

-

51]. 

If I say that Heaven is exalted, 

yet it does not equal you, for it is written, "

Heaven is my throne

" [

Isa

. 66:1], while 

you are God's place of repose. If I say that the angels and arch

angels are great

—

but 

you are greater than them all, for the angels and archangels ser

ve with trembling the 

One who dwells in your womb, and they dare not speak in His pres

ence, while you 

speak to Him freely. If we say that the Cherubim are great, you 

are greater than they, 

for the Cherubim carry the throne of God [cf. Psalm 80:1, 99:1],

while you hold God 

in your hands. If we say that the Seraphim are great, you are gr

eater than them all, for 

the Seraphim cover their faces with their wings [

Isa

. 6:2], unable to look upon the 

perfect Glory, while you not only gaze upon His face but caress 

it and offer your 

breasts to His holy mouth

”

(St.

Athanasius

of Alexandria, 

Homily of the Papyrus of 

Turin

, in Luigi

Gambero

, 

Mary and the Fathers of the Church

, pp. 106

-

107).
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Mother of God

Against

: Mary only gave birth to the human nature of 

Jesus, therefore, Mary is not the mother of God.

In Support

: The divine nature of Jesus cannot be 

separated from His human nature. Mary gave birth to 

Jesus, who is God. Therefore, Mary is the mother of 

God.
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Mother of God

Biblical Evidence

:

1.

Jesus is fully Divine (1

Jn

5:20).

2.

Jesus is fully Human (1 Tim 2:5).

3.

“For in him (Christ) the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily” 

(Col 

2:9). Therefore, Jesus is the God

-

Man, and Mary is his mother.

4.

Through Mary, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us (

Jn

1:14)

5.

Elizabeth proclaimed, “And why is this granted me, that the moth

er 

of my Lord should come to me?” (

Lk

1:43)

6.

Crafted in the genealogy of Jesus Christ, who is to be called 

“Emmanuel”

—

God with us

—

is his mother Mary (Mt 1:16

-

23).

7.

Overwhelmingly, Matthew portrays Jesus and Mary as “child and 

mother” (5 times in Mt 2:11

-

21).
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Mother of God

Early Church Witness

:

“For our God, Jesus Christ, was conceived by Mary in accord with

God’s plan…” (St. 

Ignatius of Antioch, 

Letter to the Ephesians

, ~110 AD).

The Council of Ephesus (5

th

Century) insisted on giving Mary the title of “

Theotokos

” 

(God

-

bearer), rather than “

Christotokos

” (Christ

-

bearer) to emphasize Jesus’ divinity, 

uninterrupted through the Incarnation, and Mary as the Mother of

God: 

“

We confess, 

then, our Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, perfe

ct God and perfect man, 

of a rational soul and a body, begotten before all ages from the

Father in his Godhead, 

the same in the last days, for us and for our salvation, born of

Mary the Virgin according 

to his humanity, one and the same consubstantial with the Father

in Godhead and 

consubstantial with us in humanity, for a union of two natures t

ook place. Therefore we 

confess one Christ, one Son, one Lord. According to this underst

anding of the 

unconfused union, we confess the holy Virgin to be the Mother of

God because God the 

Word took flesh and became man and from his very conception unit

ed to himself the 

temple he took from her" (

Formula of Union, 

431 AD). 

St. 

Irenaeus

, St. 

Hippolytus

, St. Gregory the Wonderworker, St. Peter of Alexandria, etc.
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Virgin Birth

Against

:

Isaiah 7:14 does not say 

“

the virgin shall conceive

”

but 

“

the 

‘

almah

’

shall conceive.

”

“

Almah

”

means 

“

young woman

”

in Hebrew and 

refers to any young woman, virgin or not. The Septuagint, which 

Matthew cites in his Gospel, translated the Hebrew 

“

almah

”

into the 

Greek 

“

parthenos

”

which 

does

mean 

“

virgin.

”

Therefore, Matthew was 

quoting a mistranslation and misunderstood the true meaning of I

saiah.

In Support

:

Matthew understood Isaiah perfectly. The OT is riddled 

with clarity and obscurity, and often obscure are the deeper lay

ers of 

meaning. Obscure meaning becomes clear in light of NT revelation

. For 

example, only 

after

Jesus cleansed the temple did his disciples apply Ps 

69:9 to the event. Afterward they remembered, “zeal for thy hous

e 

consumes me” and were struck by how it 

fit

the event. Likewise with 

Isaiah 7:14. “

Almah

” may immediately refer to a young woman who 

bears Hezekiah according to the Davidic promise. However, 

hidden

is 

the deeper reference to Mary and Jesus Christ. So, looking back 

on the 

birth of Jesus through Mary, Matthew recorded, “The 

virgin

will be with 

child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Imman

uel”

—

which means, ‘God with us’” (1:23).
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Virgin Birth

Biblical Evidence

:

1.

“In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a to

wn 

of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named

Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin's name was Mary” (

Lk 

1:26

-

27).

2.

“But their minds were hardened; for to this day, when they read 

the 

old covenant, that same veil remains

unlifted

, because only through 

Christ is it taken away” (2 

Cor 

3:14).

3.

“When you read this you can understand my insight into the myste

ry 

of Christ, which was not made known to human beings in other 

generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and

prophets by the Spirit” (Eph 3:4

-

5).

4.

Mary’s virginity makes known God’s absolute initiative in the 

Incarnation. Jesus has only God as Father (

Lk 

2:48

-

49).
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Virgin Birth

Biblical Evidence

:

5.

Mary’s virginity is a sign of the new Adam and the new creation.

Jesus is conceived by the Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary’s womb,

inaugurating the new creation. (1 

Cor 

15:45, 47; 

Jn 

1:13).

6.

Mary’s virginity is a sign of faith (2 

Cor 

11:2).

7.

Mary’s virginity is a sign of grace (Col 1:18; 

Jn

1:16, Gal 4:4).
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Virgin Birth

Early Church Witness

:

“The Virgin Mary, being obedient to His word, received from an a

ngel 

the glad tidings that she would bear God” (St. 

Irenaeus

, 

Against Heresies

, 

~180 AD).

“The Archangel Gabriel bears witness, bringing good tidings to M

ary. 

The Virgin Mother of God bears witness” (St. Cyril of Jerusalem,

Catechetical Lectures

, ~350 AD).

“He that is born in time here below, of the Virgin Mary, the Mot

her of 

God” (St. 

Athanasius

, 

On the Incarnation of the Word of God and Against the 

Arians

, ~365 AD).
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Coredemptrix

, Helper, Benefactress, Advocate,

Mediatrix

of All Graces

Against

: 

What in the world! Do you read the same Bible that I read, 

especially 1 Timothy 2:5? Christ alone is the sole mediator betw

een God 

and Man!

In Support

: 

Moses was the mediator of the Old Covenant with Israel 

in his representative role as judge and liberator of Israel. How

ever, this 

did not detract from the participation of fellow workers, such a

s Aaron 

and Miriam. In fact, by this covenant God’s family is a “holy na

tion, a 

kingdom of priests.” Jesus is the mediator of the new covenant. 

By this 

covenant God’s family, the Church, is the new kingdom of God, al

so a 

holy nation and kingdom of priests, and Mary has a special inter

cessory 

role as queen mother in the kingdom of God. Mary’s title as

Coredemptrix

, Helper, Benefactress, Advocate, and 

Mediatrix 

of All 

Graces highlight the special participatory role given to her by 

God.
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Coredemptrix

, Helper, Benefactress, Advocate,

Mediatrix

of All Graces

Biblical Evidence

:

1.

The Church is a holy nation, a kingdom of priests (1 Pet 2:9; Re

v 

1:6). Christ is not a loner. Jesus as the head is host to subord

inate 

mediators

—

His members, His branches

—

who share in His priestly 

activity (

Jn 

15:5

-

8, 17:22).

2.

Christ’s priesthood is explained in terms of His being the first

born 

Son of God (Heb 1:1

-

27), which is the basis for our own divine

sonship

(Heb 2:10

-

17), as well as our priestly sanctity and service 

(Heb 13:10

-

16; 1 Pet 2:5). As the Church, we are sons in the Son, 

priests in the great High Priest. There is no tension between 

Redeemer and the redeemed.

3.

As the Church, we are fellow workers or co

-

redeemers with Christ in 

completing His plan of salvation. In this sense, Christ’s work i

s not 

finished (1 

Cor 

3:9; Col 1:24).
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Coredemptrix

, Helper, Benefactress, Advocate,

Mediatrix

of All Graces

Biblical Evidence

:

4.

Christ is the mediator of the new covenant (1 Tim 2:5) 

and

the 

Church is to pray for one another (1 Tim 2:1

-

4).

5.

If a Christian dies, he or she is still a participating part of 

the Body of 

Christ in the communion of saints (Rev 5:8). Members of the Body

can be absent in body and mystically present in spirit (Col 2:5)

.

6.

Mary has a special intercessory role in the Church and deep conc

ern 

for the Church as the Mother of God and the Mother of her 

offspring

—

the Church (

Jn

2:1

-

11; Rev 12:17). 

7.

Mary’s “Yes” in bearing Jesus to the world makes her a unique 

subordinate mediator of God’s grace and truth to Mankind (

Lk 

1:38;

Jn

1:14). From its first mention, the gospel has always come throu

gh 

a woman (Gen 3:15), as in the Incarnation (

Lk

1:28

-

38; Rev 12:5), as 

in the Church (Gal 4:4

-

5; Rev 12:17).
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Coredemptrix

, Helper, Benefactress, Advocate,

Mediatrix

of All Graces

Early Church Witness

:

The early Church witness for these titles is bound up in the exa

ltation of 

Mary as the new Eve. Thus, their collective proclamation: “Death

through Eve, life through Mary.”

Church Teaching

“This motherhood of Mary in the order of grace continues 

uninterruptedly from the consent which she loyally gave at the 

Annunciation and which she sustained without wavering beneath th

e 

cross, until the eternal fulfillment of all the elect. Taken up 

to heaven, 

she did not lay aside this saving office but by her manifold int

ercession 

continues to bring us the gifts of eternal salvation…Therefore, 

the 

Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church under the titles of Advo

cate, 

Helper, Benefactress, and 

Mediatrix

” (

Lumen 

Gentium

62, cited in 

CCC

969).
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Immaculate Conception

Against

:

Wait! We’re talking about when Mary was conceived, right? 

Yes, ok then, wouldn’t her mother, Anne, also have to be immacul

ate. 

Besides, if Mary is without sin then why does she need a Savior.

Remember that Mary said, “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spir

it 

rejoices in God my 

Savior

” (

Lk

1:46

-

47). 

In Support

:

God chose by a singular act in history to preserve Mary 

from any stain of sin. Mary is fully human and received the full

ness of 

God’s redemptive grace before she was conceived

—

the fullness of grace 

which we, saints

-

in

-

the

-

making, await. It is no surprise that Mary calls 

the Lord, Savior, because she was saved from sin. Mary was prese

rved 

completely from sin by God’s grace, just as we are delivered fro

m sin by 

God’s grace. By God’s grace, Mary was immaculately conceived. By

God’s grace, the Church will be immaculately received into Heave

n.
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Immaculate Conception

Biblical Evidence

:

BNT Luke 1:28

kai

.

eivselqw

.n pro.j

auvth
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=pen
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nh
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,

rioj

meta.

sou

/Å

“And he came to her and said, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is 

with you!”

1.

“

cai

/re

”

= “Hail!” or “Rejoice!”: The theme of joy and gladness 

punctuates Luke’s infancy narrative (1:14, 44, 47, 58, 2:10, 20)

. In 

OT passages, the call to rejoice echoes Daughter Zion (Ps 9, Is 

62) 

and Mother Jerusalem, whose faithful children will rejoice in th

e 

messianic age because God has chosen to dwell in their midst (Jo

el 

2:23

-

24; 

Zeph 

3:14

-

17, Zech 9:9). Mary, chosen to be the virgin 

mother of the Messiah, is greeted with the same summons because 

she is the embodiment of faithful Israel and the most privileged

recipient of Yahweh’s messianic blessings.
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Immaculate Conception

Biblical Evidence

:

BNT Luke 1:28
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“And he came to her and said, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is 

with you!”

2. “

kecaritwme

,

nh

” = “full of grace”: This is the 

only

biblical instance 

where an angel addresses someone by a title instead of a persona

l  

name. Therefore, “full of grace” doubles as her name and reveals

her 

character. Luke could have used “

plh

,

rhj

ca,

ritoj

” (full of grace) as 

he did to describe Stephen (Acts 6:8), however, choosing to use 

“

kecaritwme

,

nh

” reveals that Mary is

already

graced

by God and is 

now

filled with divine life. Mary’s unparalleled role as Mother of 

God and her unique place in the turning point of salvation histo

ry 

allows this most exalted translation as most fitting.
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Immaculate Conception

Biblical Evidence

:

3.

Mary, as a new Eve figure, is worthy of greater grace than Eve a

s we 

sense the escalation in God’s plan from the OT to the NT. Eve, i

n the 

order of creation, is raised above human nature from the moment 

of 

her existence. While Mary, in the order of redemption, is raised

above human nature from the moment of her existence.

4.

The ark of the covenant, the most holy item in the tabernacle or

temple, was covered with pure gold inside and out from the momen

t 

it was created. Mary is covered with sanctifying grace from the 

moment of her conception, won by the merits of her son, Jesus. S

ince 

Mary is without sin, she is all

-

holy.

5.

Jesus perfectly fulfilled the commandment to honor his mother.
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Immaculate Conception

Biblical Evidence

:

6.

“It was fitting that the mother of him in whom ‘the whole fullne

ss of 

deity dwells bodily’ (Col 2:9) should herself be ‘full of grace’

” (

CCC

722). It is for Christ’s glory that Mary is glorified. All

-

holy Mary is a  

foretaste for the Church.

7.

God is Creator and Redeemer. God’s grace filled Mary, his creati

on 

and mother, in a transformational way. Notice the only other NT 

use 

of the verb that describes Mary as “full of grace” describes 

transformational grace (Eph 1:6

-

7).
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Immaculate Conception

Early Church Witness

:

“You alone and your Mother are good in every way; for there is n

o blemish 

in thee, my Lord, and no stain in thy Mother” (St. 

Ephrem

of Syria, 

Nisibene

Hymns 27.8

,  ~350 AD).

Mary is “free from all stain of sin” (St. Ambrose of Milan, 

Commentary on 

Psalm 118:22

-

30

, 387 AD).

“O virgin lady, immaculate Mother of God, my lady most glorious,

most 

gracious, higher than heaven, much purer than the sun’s splendor

, rays or 

light…you bore God and the Word according to the flesh” (St. 

Ephrem

of 

Syria, 

Prayer to the Most Holy Mother God

, 

4

th

Century AD).

All have sinned “except the holy Virgin Mary, concerning whom, f

or the 

honor of the Lord, I wish no question to be raised at all, when 

we are 

treating of sins. After all, how do we know what greater degree 

of grace for 

a complete victory over sin was conferred on her who merited to 

conceive 

and bring forth Him Who all admit was without sin” (St. Augustin

e, 

De 

Natura 

et 

Gratia 

42

, 415 AD).
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Perpetual Virginity

Against

:

Of course, Mary had other biological children other than 

firstborn Jesus. The Biblical evidence mentions “the brothers of

Jesus” as 

an obvious smoking gun that Mary had other children. Besides, th

e 

notion that Mary didn’t have sex had something to do with Gnosti

c 

misconceptions that, at some point, crept into Church teaching c

onfusing 

sex and sin, forcing Mary to be viewed a perpetual virgin.

In Support

:

The Biblical evidence supports Mary’s perpetual 

virginity and it is the world, not the Church, that confuses sex

and sin.
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Perpetual Virginity

Biblical Evidence

:

1.

In the OT, “brother” has a wide range of semantic meaning includ

ing 

members of the family by marriage or by law rather than by blood

.

2.

In the OT, “brother” could even refer to friends or political al

lies (2 

Sam 1:26; Amos 1:9).

3.

In the OT, Lot is called Abraham’s “brother” even though Lot was

his nephew (Gen 14:14, 11:26

-

28). Jacob is called the “brother” of 

his uncle 

Laban 

(Gen 29:15). 

Eleazar’s 

daughters married their 

cousins who were called their “brothers” (1 

Chr 

23:21

-

22).

4.

In the NT, “brother” is also a more inclusive term, applying to 

cousins as well. Jewish modes of expression must be in mind when

considering the context of a passage (Mt 12:46, 13:55; Mk 3:31

-

34, 

6:3; 

Lk 

8:19

-

20; 

Jn 

2:12, 7:3, 5, 10; Acts 1:14; 1 

Cor 

9:5).
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Perpetual Virginity

Biblical Evidence

:

5.

It is understood that Mary had a vow of lifelong virginity, othe

rwise, 

her question to the angel Gabriel would make no sense. “How can 

this be since I have no relations with a man?” (

Lk 

1:34).

6.

There is no hint of other children in the family when Jesus was 

twelve and found in the Temple by Mary and Joseph (

Lk 

2:41

-

51). 

Also, Jesus as “firstborn” (Mt 1:25;

Lk

2:7) does not necessitate 

other children.

7.

If Jesus had other younger brothers, it would not make sense 

according to Jewish custom for Jesus to break family ties and en

trust 

Mary to John as he was dying on the cross (

Jn 

19:26

-

27).



[image: image47.wmf]How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty a

nd Christ’s work?

Perpetual Virginity

Early Church Witness

:

Early Christian writing bears witness to “brothers” of Jesus tha

t were 

sons of Joseph through a previous marriage leaving him a widower

before marrying Mary. This would explain the elderly attitude th

e 

“brothers” of Jesus exhibit toward him (

Jn 

7:3

-

4; Mk 3:21). When 

Joseph was chosen from a group of widowers to serve as husband a

nd 

protector of Mary, who was a virgin consecrated to God, and init

ially 

objected to taking in Mary. “I have children, and I an old man, 

and she is 

a young girl.” (

Protoevangelium 

of James 4:9

, 125 AD). 

The early Church Fathers witnessed to Mary’s perpetual virginity

(

Origen

, Hilary of 

Poiters

, 

Athanasius

, 

Epiphanius 

of Salamis, Jerome, 

Augustine, etc.). Even the initial Protestant Reformers held str

ong to the 

doctrine of the perpetual virginity of Mary (Luther, Calvin, 

Zwingli

).
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Assumption

Against

:

The idea that Mary was assumed into heaven at the end of 

her earthly life is a presumptuous assumption!

In Support

:

The Biblical evidence and archeological evidence 

recognize that Mary was assumed into heaven body and soul at the

end 

of her earthly life. Relics of saints were zealously guarded and

highly 

prized by the early Church. There were never any claims to her b

ones 

and no record of her bodily remains being venerated anywhere. 

However, the Biblical evidence is much more compelling.
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Assumption

Biblical Evidence

:

1.

In the OT, Enoch, Elijah, and perhaps Moses and others were 

assumed to heaven (Gen 5:24; 2 Kings 2; Jude 9).

2.

In the NT, Mary’s assumption is prefigured by Luke in the 

incarnation account. Luke records the angels words to Mary: “The

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will 

overshadow you

; therefore the child to be born will be called holy, 

the Son of God” (1:35). Also, Mary’s song to the Lord proclaims,

“For he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden. For behol

d, 

henceforth 

all generations will call me blessed

; for he who is mighty 

has done great things for me, and holy is his name” (1:48

-

49).
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Assumption

Biblical Evidence

:

3.

In the NT book of Revelation, “a woman clothed with the sun” sta

nds 

in the place of the ark of his covenant in heaven (11:19

-

12:1). We 

know that the ark was the most holy item in God’s temple and was

overshadowed

by God’s presence in the OT (Ex 25:20; 40:1

-

34). 

This “woman” gave birth to a “son”, a male child destined to rul

e all 

nations with an iron rod (Rev 12:5). The woman’s “son” can only 

be 

Jesus, the ultimate fulfillment of Psalm 2. The “woman” can only

be 

Mary.

4.

Of course, Mary is the foretaste for the people of God who still

await 

their glorious assumption into heaven. Thus, Mary is our life, o

ur 

sweetness, and our hope. Following Mary’s supreme example, it is

no surprise to see the people of God described as “the woman and

her 

offspring” who keep the commandments and bear witness to Jesus 

(Rev 12:17).
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Assumption

Biblical Evidence

:

5.

Both Adam and Eve would return to the ground (Gen 3:19). 

However, “death” would not hold down the new Adam (Eph 1:17

-

23) and those belonging to God (Mt 27:52

-

53;

Lk

16:22; Heb 11; 1 

Pet 4:6). Since Mary is the new Eve, it is fitting that she shar

e the 

same fate as the new Adam, Christ

—

gloriously assumed into heaven.

6.

Mary was with Jesus in the beginning at his birth, at the beginn

ing of 

his ministry, at the end of his ministry, she was present at Pen

tecost. 

Mary is the ultimate fulfillment of the “woman” in the first men

tion 

of the gospel in the first book of Bible (Gen 3:15). As an 

inclusio

, it 

is no surprise to see Mary assumed into heaven with her son, Jes

us, 

in their ultimate resting place (Ps 132:8) recorded in the last 

book of 

the Bible (Rev 11:19

-

12:1).

7.

Since Mary is all

-

holy and “nothing unclean shall enter heaven” (Rev 

21:27), it wonderfully fitting that John looked up and saw Mary 

gloriously adorned as the Queen of Heaven (Rev 12:1).
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Assumption

Early Church Witness

:

St. 

Epiphanius 

of Salamis (~375 AD), 

Quodvultdeus

(~450 AD), Andrew of 

Caesarea (~ 550 AD), St. Gregory of Tours (~580 AD), and St. Joh

n of 

Damascus (~745 AD) testify that Mary was assumed body and soul i

nto 

heaven.

“The course of this life having been completed by Blessed Mary, 

when now 

she would be called from the world, all the apostles came togeth

er from their 

various regions to her house. And when they had heard that she w

as about to 

be taken from the world, they kept watch together with her. And 

behold, the 

Lord Jesus came with His angels, and taking her soul, He gave it

over to the 

Angel Michael and withdrew. At daybreak, however, the apostles t

ook up 

her body on a 

beir 

and placed it in a tomb; and they guarded it, expecting the 

Lord to come. And behold, again the Lord stood by them; and the 

holy body 

having been received, He commanded that it be taken in a cloud t

o paradise: 

where now, rejoined to the soul, [Mary] rejoices with the Lord’s

chosen 

ones, and is in the enjoyment of the good of an eternity that wi

ll never end” 

(St. Gregory of Tours, 

Eight Books of Miracles

, ~580 AD).
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New Daughter of Zion

Against

: I’m not sure that I know what you’re talking 

about when you say that Mary is the Daughter of Zion, 

let alone believe it.

In Support

: The Lord has chosen “Zion” for his 

dwelling place forever with his faithful children 

“Israel.” Mary is the Lord’s prized daughter among his 

sons and daughters and is the embodiment of faithful 

Israel.
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New Daughter of Zion

Biblical Evidence

:

1.

“And do you, O children Zion, exalt and rejoice in the Lord, you

r 

God!” (Joel 2:23)

2.

“Shout for joy, O daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, O Israel! Be gla

d and 

exalt with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has 

removed the judgment against you, he has turned away your enemie

s; 

The King of Israel, the Lord, is 

in your midst

, you have no further 

misfortune to fear. On that day, it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

Fear 

not, O Zion, be not discouraged! The Lord, your God, is 

in your 

midst

, a mighty savior; He will rejoice over you with gladness, and 

renew you in his love, He will sing joyfully because of you, as 

one 

sings at festivals (

Zeph 

3:14

-

17).

3.

“Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion! See, I am coming to 

dwell 

among you

, says the Lord” (Zech 2:14).
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New Daughter of Zion

Biblical Evidence

:

4.

Rejoice heartily, O daughter Zion, shout for joy, O daughter 

Jerusalem! See your king shall come to you; a just savior is he”

(Zech 9

:9).

5.

“

Yes, the Lord has chosen Zion, desired it for a dwelling: this i

s my 

resting place forever; here I will dwell, for I desire it

”

(Ps 132:14).

6.

Luke 1

Zephaniah 3 

Hail,

Shout for joy,

full of grace!

O daughter Zion! 

The Lord

The King of Israel, the Lord

is with you....

is in your midst...

Do not be afraid, Mary

Fear not, O Zion...

You will conceive in your womb

Your God is in your midst,

...[the] Son of the Most High

a mighty savior
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New Daughter of Zion

Biblical Evidence

:

7. 

The hope of Israel rested on the Messiah who would come and fore

ver 

be seated on the throne of David (2 Sam 7; Ps 89). As we just sa

w, 

Luke’s Annunciation (1:26

-

38) draws almost word

-

for

-

word from 

Zephaniah (3:14

-

18) and describes Mary as a virgin pledged to be 

married to Joseph, a descendant of David, who will give birth to

“Son 

of the Most High.” In Luke’s gospel (and also in Matthew’s gospe

l), 

there is a striking excitement that the historical hope of Israe

l focuses 

now, directly on Mary who will give birth to the long

-

awaited 

Messiah. Since 

Luke portrays Mary as the new Daughter Zion, the 

embodiment of Israel, the representative of her people, called t

o 

rejoice that God, as her Savior and King, has come into her mids

t, this 

is an exceptional occasion unique in all salvation history. The 

OT 

prophets foretold and Israel long anticipated this joyful time i

n human 

history. The words the prophets taught Israel to hear, 

“

Say to daughter 

Zion, your Savior comes!

”

(Is 62:11), are 

heard now by Mary

!
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New Daughter of Zion

In the OT, Zion is shown as Spouse, Daughter, Virgin, and Mother

as is 

Mary. Since Mary has been shown to be wife to Jesus Christ (as t

he new 

Eve of the new Adam) and also the Mother of God through a Virgin

Birth, 

the focus here has been on her role as a child of God

—
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Queen Mother

Early Church Witness:

John of Damascus, the last of the Church Fathers makes explicit what was implicit in the doctrine of his second-century predecessors and found in the early Church feast day readings honoring Mary. The feast day confirms Mary forever as the queen mother. The responsorial psalm of the feast day itself describes the wedding of a Davidic king: “The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold” (Ps 45:9). Yet that line just as surely describes the heavenly court of the ultimate Davidic king, Jesus Christ, who reigns with His queen mother at His right hand—just as Solomon reigned beside Bathsheba. “So it was fitting,” said John of Damascus—after calling Christ the New Solomon—“that the Mother should take up her abode in the Royal City of her Son.” (Hail, Holy Queen, pp. 110-111 with Church Father quote taken from This Day in Eden: Toal, Sunday Sermons, vol. IV, 427).
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The Question of Mary: Something about Mary…Just another woman or something greater?
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Framework for Revival Project - Unity: Getting Back Together Again As A Catalyst For Revival

   In the Gospel accounts, we see people get converted. In the book of Acts, we see God’s people get together. Even to the point of sharing everything in common, which included the apostles teaching (Acts 2:42). Throughout the book of Acts, we see God’s people get going. And as God’s people were going with the Christian message, we see them getting back together again to resolve doctrinal disputes (Acts 15)—particularly how God’s grace (v.11) and God’s law (v.20) work out in the salvation of mankind. Notice that Peter and the Church leaders address these issues.

   Someone has once said, if we are always worried about getting together, we’ll never get going and if we’re always concerned about getting going, we’ll never get together. Certainly getting going and getting together are two sides of the same coin. These are not mutually exclusive concepts. We must get together as we are getting going with the gospel message.     
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Some Protestant Objections: Honoring Mary like Catholics do dishonors Christ! Christ died on the cross, not Mary. Christ is unique and all-sufficient, not Mary. She is just another woman God decided to use! 

Catholic Response: All Her beauty comes from His grace. Christ and Mary are not in competition. To deny Mary’s place of honor is to deny the work of Christ. We should honor Mary no more and no less than Christ himself honors his Mother, for we imitate Him. Mother Teresa put it this way: “Know Mary, Know Jesus.”
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Eve

Early Church Witness:

“The knot of Eve’s disobedience was untied by Mary’s obedience: what the virgin Eve bound through her disbelief, Mary loosened by her faith” (St. Irenaeus, Against Heresies 3:22:4, 180AD).

“As Eve believed the serpent, so Mary believed the angel. The delinquency which the one occasioned by believing, the other effaced by believing” (Turtullian, On the Flesh of Christ 17, 220 AD).

* St. Augustine, St. John Damascene, St. Thomas Aquinas, etc.
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2. May Christians united in the apostles teaching rejoice in God’s truth (John 17:9-14), so that the world would know full well that we are sent from God (John 17:8).

3. That the Lord would add to the number of those being saved (Acts 2:47).

4. That Catholics would know and live their faith.

5. That Catholics and Protestants would seek unity (not well meaning but misguided ecumenism where agreeing to disagree out of “love” is just another name for “tolerance” or “indifference.” Bad theology cannot masquerade as charity).

6. That non-Christians would be attracted to the joy found in a unified body of believers.

7. That the Church would have a renewed and restored relationship.

* Note: This PowerPoint presentation runs most effectively with the Greek font (Bwgrkl) installed on your computer. If you do not have the Greek font you can download it at: http://www.bibleworks.com/fonts.html
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Mary me!

What’s the kingdom of God without a queen mother? What’s the family of God without a faithful wife? What’s human creation without Adam and Eve? What’s the full gospel message without the seed and the woman? If the gospel is the greatest story ever told, why only tell half of it? What’s the temple of God without the ark of the covenant? Would honoring Mary give a fuller and richer sense of kingdom and family and creation and temple, especially as we see the ultimate kingdom and family and creation and temple restored and renewed, emerging from Eden? 
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Eve

Biblical Evidence:

		Eve gave God her “No” (Gen 3:1-6), while Mary gave God her “Yes” (Lk 1:38).

		Eve conceived “the word of the serpent” (Gen 3:1-6), while Mary conceived the Word of God (Lk 1-2; Jn 1:14).

		Eve was the wife of Adam, while Mary is the wife, as a foretaste of the Church, of the new Adam, Jesus Christ. Notice that the bride and groom are never mentioned by name at the wedding at Cana (John 2), but Jesus, Mary (as “woman” and “mother”), and the disciples are the central feature of John. Also, consider Isaiah’s prophecy: “As a young man marries a virgin, so shall your sons marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you” (62:4-5).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Coredemptrix, Helper, Benefactress, Advocate, Mediatrix of All Graces

Biblical Evidence:

		Christ is the mediator of the new covenant (1 Tim 2:5) and the Church is to pray for one another (1 Tim 2:1-4).

		If a Christian dies, he or she is still a participating part of the Body of Christ in the communion of saints (Rev 5:8). Members of the Body can be absent in body and mystically present in spirit (Col 2:5).

		Mary has a special intercessory role in the Church and deep concern for the Church as the Mother of God and the Mother of her offspring—the Church (Jn 2:1-11; Rev 12:17). 

		Mary’s “Yes” in bearing Jesus to the world makes her a unique subordinate mediator of God’s grace and truth to Mankind (Lk 1:38; Jn 1:14). From its first mention, the gospel has always come through a woman (Gen 3:15), as in the Incarnation (Lk 1:28-38; Rev 12:5), as in the Church (Gal 4:4-5; Rev 12:17).
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My Type of Woman

How did Jesus teach His disciples to read the Scriptures?



<<<<<<< TYPOLOGICALLY >>>>>>>

“Did not our hearts burn within us while he spoke to us on the road, while he opened to us the scriptures?” (Lk 24:32). The OT tabernacle and its rituals are described as “types and shadows of heavenly realities” (Heb 8:5) and the law as a “shadow of good things to come” (10:1).Paul described Adam as a “type” of Jesus Christ (Rom 5:14) and the story of Abraham’s son as “an allegory” (Gal 4:24). Types (or figures) and allegories affirm history as well as the deeper meaning ascribed to people, places, and events that eventually become clear as God’s plan is revealed. The Bible tells us that the Jerusalem temple foreshadowed the heavenly dwelling of the saints in glory (2 Cor 5:1-2; Rev 21:9-22); that Israel prefigured the Church (Gal 6:16); that the twelve OT patriarchs prefigured the twelve NT apostles (Lk 22:30); that the OT prophets prefigured Christ (Jn 5:39; Lk 24:27). The types of Mary in the OT are numerous. This presentation is a selection to highlight Mary as Daughter-Ark of the covenant-Queen-Virgin-Wife-Mother-Helper: “Woman!”
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Immaculate Conception

Against: Wait! We’re talking about when Mary was conceived, right? Yes, ok then, wouldn’t her mother, Anne, also have to be immaculate. Besides, if Mary is without sin then why does she need a Savior. Remember that Mary said, “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (Lk 1:46-47). 

In Support: God chose by a singular act in history to preserve Mary from any stain of sin. Mary is fully human and received the fullness of God’s redemptive grace before she was conceived—the fullness of grace which we, saints-in-the-making, await. It is no surprise that Mary calls the Lord, Savior, because she was saved from sin. Mary was preserved completely from sin by God’s grace, just as we are delivered from sin by God’s grace. By God’s grace, Mary was immaculately conceived. By God’s grace, the Church will be immaculately received into Heaven.














_1173819598.ppt


How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Perpetual Virginity



Against: Of course, Mary had other biological children other than firstborn Jesus. The Biblical evidence mentions “the brothers of Jesus” as an obvious smoking gun that Mary had other children. Besides, the notion that Mary didn’t have sex had something to do with Gnostic misconceptions that, at some point, crept into Church teaching confusing sex and sin, forcing Mary to be viewed a perpetual virgin.

In Support: The Biblical evidence supports Mary’s perpetual virginity and it is the world, not the Church, that confuses sex and sin.
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Perpetual Virginity

Biblical Evidence:

		It is understood that Mary had a vow of lifelong virginity, otherwise, her question to the angel Gabriel would make no sense. “How can this be since I have no relations with a man?” (Lk 1:34).

		There is no hint of other children in the family when Jesus was twelve and found in the Temple by Mary and Joseph (Lk 2:41-51). Also, Jesus as “firstborn” (Mt 1:25; Lk 2:7) does not necessitate other children.

		If Jesus had other younger brothers, it would not make sense according to Jewish custom for Jesus to break family ties and entrust Mary to John as he was dying on the cross (Jn 19:26-27).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Eve



Against: Mary as a new Eve is a Catholic invention. The words “new Eve” never appear in the Bible.

In Support: The words “new Eve” do not appear in the Bible. However, words such as “new Adam,” “new Israel,”and “new Promised Land,” do not appear in the Bible either, yet we believe in the reality of the concept. Mary as the “new Eve” is revealed in the Scriptures and historically supported by the Church.
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#1 The Question of Authority

Scripture (The word of God written) alone [Protestant] OR Scripture and Tradition (The word of God spoken, The Word of God living) [Roman Catholic]?

#2 A Conversation About the Pope

Is the notion of the Pope biblical?

#3 The Question of Justification

What is the difference between the Catholic and Protestant understanding of the doctrine of Justification?

#4 The Question of Mary

Something about Mary…Just another woman or something greater?



*Note from author: It is my intention to grow the number of subject headings as I add to this project over time.
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  One of my favorite mentors, Dick Woodward, makes the point that, “We cannot win a lost world if we lose each other!” The high priestly prayer of Jesus in John 17 expresses that those who belong to Christ should be one in the same way that Christ, the Son, is one with His Father—having the same doctrinal and missionary heart.

  Since “unity” was the catalyst for the spiritual life recorded in the book of Acts, unity is also the springboard for revival today. I have listed a series of prayers that I trust God would answer, even using this project—my very small lunch—to feed thousands.

Prayers:

		That the Great Commission would be realized as we are faithful to teach and obey everything the Lord has commanded (Matthew 28:18-20). In the same vein, may we guard our doctrine closely. Jesus expresses in his high priestly prayer, “Consecrate them in the truth. Your word is truth” (John 17:17). To be ignorant of the Scriptures is to be ignorant of Christ; to be ignorant of Christ impedes our worship, confuses our mission, and robs God!
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SHORTENED TO DIRECT TO Question #4… 
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Queen Mother



Against: Again, Catholic invention we cry! Mary as a queen never appears in the Bible.

In Support: The word “queen” does not appear in the Bible in connection to Mary. However, words such as “Trinity,” “Incarnation,” and “Omnipotence” do not appear in the Bible either, yet we believe in the reality of the concept. Mary as a “new Queen Mother” is revealed in the Scriptures and historically supported by the Church.
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Eve

		Eve came from Adam’s side (Gen 2:22), while Mary, as a foretaste of the Church, comes forth from the New Adam’s side (Jn 19:26-35; 1 Jn 5:6-8). Prior to this, Adam and the new Adam, Jesus Christ, were tested in the garden (Eden and Gethsemane), both led to a “tree” (at Eden and at Calvary), both fall into a deep sleep of death (Gen 2:21 and Jn 19:33-34).

		Eve is mother of all the living (Gen 3:20), while Mary is mother of all the Church (Rev 12:17).

		Death through Eve (Gen 3), life through Mary (Gen 3:15, Jn 1:14).

		“Behold, I make all things new!” (Rev 21:5).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Eve

New Queen Mother

New Ark

Mother of God

Virgin Birth

Coredemptrix, Helper, Benefactress, Advocate, Mediatrix of All Graces

Immaculate Conception

Perpetual Virginity

Assumption

New Daughter of Zion
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Eve

Early Church Witness:

“Christ became man by the Virgin, in order that the disobedience that proceeded from the serpent might receive its destruction in the same manner in which it derived its origin. For Eve, who was a virgin and undefiled, having conceived the word of the serpent, brought forth disobedience and death. But the Virgin Mary received faith and joy when the angel Gabriel announced the good tidings to her that the Spirit of the Lord would come upon her: wherefore also the Holy Thing begotten of her is the Son of God; and she replied, ‘Be it unto me according to Thy word’ (Lk 1:38). And by her has He been born, to Whom we have proved so many Scriptures refer, and by Whom God destroys both the serpent and those angels and men who are like him” (Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho, 160 AD).














_1173817731.ppt


How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Queen Mother

Biblical Evidence:

		The office of the queen mother is clear by the abuse of the power given to those in office. Maacah, queen mother to king Asa, had an extensive influence on the people in the royal kingdom (1 Kgs 15:13). Athaliah, queen mother to king Ahaziah, easily seized power upon her son’s death (2 King 11:1).

		Hear then, O house of David!…The Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:13-14). “A virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary” (Lk 1:27).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Queen Mother

Biblical Evidence:

		The promise of the Messiah was to come from king David’s line, who will establish the throne of his kingdom forever (2 Sam 7:12-14). Jesus is often referred to as “the Son of David” (Mt 22:42). Fittingly, Jesus is the new Davidic King.

		Israel’s kingdom was a type of the kingdom of God (1 Sam 8:7) -- As David established a holy city in Jerusalem, so his ultimate successor, Jesus Christ, would establish a heavenly new Jerusalem (Rev 21:2). 

		The queen of the Davidic king was never his wife, rather, the queen was his mother (1 Kings 2:19). In a polygamous society, the queen mother was wife to the former king and mother to the present king—she embodied the continuity of dynastic succession benefiting dynastic stability.
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Queen Mother

Biblical Evidence:

		The queen mother position in the Davidic kingdom was an official place of honor and influential position, while the mother, Mary, of the new Davidic king, Jesus, also holds a place of honor and influence in the new kingdom of God, evidenced by Mary’s intercessory role in the wedding at Cana (Jn 2).

		Speaking against the pride of Judah and the great pride of Jerusalem, Jeremiah proclaims what the Lord said to him, “Say to the king and to the queen mother, ‘Come down from your thrones, for your glorious crowns will fall from your heads’” (Jer 13:18). It is not surprising that we see the queen of the new Jerusalem reestablished in the heavenly throne room. A “crowned woman”, gave birth to a son, who was snatched up to God and his throne (Rev 12:1-5).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Coredemptrix, Helper, Benefactress, Advocate, Mediatrix of All Graces

Against: What in the world! Do you read the same Bible that I read, especially 1 Timothy 2:5? Christ alone is the sole mediator between God and Man!

In Support: Moses was the mediator of the Old Covenant with Israel in his representative role as judge and liberator of Israel. However, this did not detract from the participation of fellow workers, such as Aaron and Miriam. In fact, by this covenant God’s family is a “holy nation, a kingdom of priests.” Jesus is the mediator of the new covenant. By this covenant God’s family, the Church, is the new kingdom of God, also a holy nation and kingdom of priests, and Mary has a special intercessory role as queen mother in the kingdom of God. Mary’s title as Coredemptrix, Helper, Benefactress, Advocate, and Mediatrix of All Graces highlight the special participatory role given to her by God.
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Ark

Early Church Witness:

“O noble Virgin, truly you are greater than any other greatness. For who is your equal in greatness, O dwelling place of God the Word? To whom among all creatures shall I compare you, O Virgin? You are greater than them all. O [Ark of the New] Covenant, clothed with purity instead of gold [cf. Exod. 25:10-22]! You are the Ark in which is found the golden vessel containing the true manna, that is, the flesh in which divinity resides [cf. Exod. 16:31-34, Heb. 9:1-5, John 6:48-51].  If I say that Heaven is exalted, yet it does not equal you, for it is written, " Heaven is my throne " [Isa. 66:1], while you are God's place of repose. If I say that the angels and archangels are great—but you are greater than them all, for the angels and archangels serve with trembling the One who dwells in your womb, and they dare not speak in His presence, while you speak to Him freely. If we say that the Cherubim are great, you are greater than they, for the Cherubim carry the throne of God [cf. Psalm 80:1, 99:1], while you hold God in your hands. If we say that the Seraphim are great, you are greater than them all, for the Seraphim cover their faces with their wings [Isa. 6:2], unable to look upon the perfect Glory, while you not only gaze upon His face but caress it and offer your breasts to His holy mouth” (St. Athanasius of Alexandria, Homily of the Papyrus of Turin , in Luigi Gambero, Mary and the Fathers of the Church, pp. 106-107).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Ark

Biblical Evidence:

		God’s presence in a concrete way is taken away from Israel when the ark is lost. The Old Testament records, “The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God was taken” (1 Sam 4:22). A later ark is also lost with the destruction of the temple it is said to be reserved for the final restoration of Israel (2 Macc 2:4-8; Bar 6:5-10).

		After Israel’s loss of the ark, it is no small thing to see Simeon turn to Mary, the mother of Jesus, after seeing the glory return to Israel. Simeon rejoices that the Lord has prepared “a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel” (Lk 2:39)!
















_1173817726.ppt


How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Ark

Biblical Evidence:

		Rather than dwelling in a tabernacle made of gold and lined with precious gems, God dwelt within the flesh and blood of a human person, Mary. Mary is the ultimate tabernacle, gilded not with gold, but by the grace of God. The apostle John proclaims, “the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us” (John 1:14). However, she is not merely a tabernacle or temple, also Mary is the most precious item in the tabernacle or temple—the ark of the covenant.

		The ark of the old covenant was the most holy item in the tabernacle or temple and it was holy because of what it contained. It held three significant items that were synonymous with God’s presence: (1) The stone tablets on which God had written the Ten Commandments for Israel on Mount Sinai; (2) A jar containing some of the manna God miraculously provided as food for Israel; (3) The staff of Aaron, the first high priest of Israel under the Old Covenant. 
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Ark

Against: Mary as a new Ark only exists in the overly imaginative mind. The words “new Ark” never appear in the Bible.

In Support: The words “new Ark” do not appear in the Bible. However, words such as “new Temple,” “new Moses,” “new David,” and “new Solomon” do not appear in the Bible either, yet we believe in the reality of the concept. Mary as the “new Ark” is revealed in the Scriptures and historically supported by the Church.
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Ark

Biblical Evidence:

		Significant to the New Covenant people of God, the new ark contained Jesus as the: (1) New Law who is written on our hearts; (2) New Bread from heaven who gives life to those who eat; (3) New High Priest who offers His own life for us.

		In the Old Testament the Spirit of God, the Shekina, would overshadow and rest upon the ark (Ex 40:1-34), also overshadowing the ark were the spread wings of the cherubim (Ex 25:20), both showing the people the Presence of God. Strikingly, Luke records the angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you” (Lk 1:35).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Ark

Biblical Evidence:

Luke’s Gospel: Ark! Who goes there?

		2 Samuel 6		Luke 1

		David arose and went (v. 2) back to Judah
		Mary arose and went to the hill country of Judah (v. 39)


		How can the ark of the Lord come to me? (v. 9)
		Who am I that the mother of my Lord should come to me? (v. 43)


		House of Obed-edom (v. 10)
		House of Zechariah (v. 40)


		Ark there three months (v. 11)
		Mary stays three months with Elizabeth (v. 56)


		People Rejoice (v. 12)
		Mary rejoices (v. 47)


		Shouting (v. 15)
		Loud cry (v. 42)


		Leaping and dancing (v. 16)
		The babe leaps in Elizabeth’s womb (v. 41)
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Ark

Biblical Evidence:

7.   God’s presence is concretely reestablished through Mary, the new ark, for all Israel to behold. The ark of the old covenant has been lost for many centuries before John’s heavenly vision sees the new ark in God’s heavenly throne room (Rev 11:19), and in it’s place stands a “woman clothed with the sun” (Rev 12:1). This “woman” gave birth to a male child destined to rule the nations with a rod of iron. This male child, predicted in Psalm 2, can only be Jesus. His mother can only be Mary. Daniel described a closed door and scroll (Dan 14:14, 12:1-9), while Revelation describes an open door and scroll (Rev 4:1, 22:10). The writer of Hebrews recorded that “now is not the time to speak in detail” about the ark of the covenant (Heb 9:3-5), while later John sees God’s temple now open in heaven. Within the temple, was seen the ark of His covenant, and in it’s place stands a “woman clothed with the sun” (Rev 11:19-12:1).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Ark

Early Church Witness:

“God paid such honor to the ark, which was the image and type of your sanctity, that no one but the priests could approach it open or enter to behold it. The veil separated it off, keeping the vestibule as that of a queen. Then what sort of veneration must we, who are the least of creatures, owe to you who are indeed a queen—to you, the living ark of God, the Lawgiver—to you, the heaven that contains Him Whom none can contain?” (The prayer of Saint Methodius of Olympus and Patara to the Blessed Virgin Mary, God paid such honor: Oration Concerning Simeon and Anna, 5, ~295 AD). 
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Virgin Birth

Against: Isaiah 7:14 does not say “the virgin shall conceive” but “the ‘almah’ shall conceive.” “Almah” means “young woman” in Hebrew and refers to any young woman, virgin or not. The Septuagint, which Matthew cites in his Gospel, translated the Hebrew “almah” into the Greek “parthenos” which does mean “virgin.” Therefore, Matthew was quoting a mistranslation and misunderstood the true meaning of Isaiah.



In Support: Matthew understood Isaiah perfectly. The OT is riddled with clarity and obscurity, and often obscure are the deeper layers of meaning. Obscure meaning becomes clear in light of NT revelation. For example, only after Jesus cleansed the temple did his disciples apply Ps 69:9 to the event. Afterward they remembered, “zeal for thy house consumes me” and were struck by how it fit the event. Likewise with Isaiah 7:14. “Almah” may immediately refer to a young woman who bears Hezekiah according to the Davidic promise. However, hidden is the deeper reference to Mary and Jesus Christ. So, looking back on the birth of Jesus through Mary, Matthew recorded, “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, ‘God with us’” (1:23).














_1173817717.ppt


How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Mother of God

Biblical Evidence:

		Jesus is fully Divine (1 Jn 5:20).

		Jesus is fully Human (1 Tim 2:5).

		“For in him (Christ) the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily” (Col 2:9). Therefore, Jesus is the God-Man, and Mary is his mother.

		Through Mary, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us (Jn 1:14)

		Elizabeth proclaimed, “And why is this granted me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” (Lk 1:43)

		Crafted in the genealogy of Jesus Christ, who is to be called “Emmanuel”—God with us—is his mother Mary (Mt 1:16-23).

		Overwhelmingly, Matthew portrays Jesus and Mary as “child and mother” (5 times in Mt 2:11-21).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Mother of God



Against: Mary only gave birth to the human nature of Jesus, therefore, Mary is not the mother of God.

In Support: The divine nature of Jesus cannot be separated from His human nature. Mary gave birth to Jesus, who is God. Therefore, Mary is the mother of God.
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Mother of God

Early Church Witness:

“For our God, Jesus Christ, was conceived by Mary in accord with God’s plan…” (St. Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Ephesians, ~110 AD).



The Council of Ephesus (5th Century) insisted on giving Mary the title of “Theotokos” (God-bearer), rather than “Christotokos” (Christ-bearer) to emphasize Jesus’ divinity, uninterrupted through the Incarnation, and Mary as the Mother of God: “We confess, then, our Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, perfect God and perfect man, of a rational soul and a body, begotten before all ages from the Father in his Godhead, the same in the last days, for us and for our salvation, born of Mary the Virgin according to his humanity, one and the same consubstantial with the Father in Godhead and consubstantial with us in humanity, for a union of two natures took place. Therefore we confess one Christ, one Son, one Lord. According to this understanding of the unconfused union, we confess the holy Virgin to be the Mother of God because God the Word took flesh and became man and from his very conception united to himself the temple he took from her" (Formula of Union, 431 AD). 



St. Irenaeus, St. Hippolytus, St. Gregory the Wonderworker, St. Peter of Alexandria, etc.
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Virgin Birth

Biblical Evidence:

		Mary’s virginity is a sign of the new Adam and the new creation. Jesus is conceived by the Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary’s womb, inaugurating the new creation. (1 Cor 15:45, 47; Jn 1:13).

		Mary’s virginity is a sign of faith (2 Cor 11:2).

		Mary’s virginity is a sign of grace (Col 1:18; Jn 1:16, Gal 4:4).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Virgin Birth

Biblical Evidence:

		“In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin's name was Mary” (Lk 1:26-27).

		“But their minds were hardened; for to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away” (2 Cor 3:14).

		“When you read this you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to human beings in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit” (Eph 3:4-5).

		Mary’s virginity makes known God’s absolute initiative in the Incarnation. Jesus has only God as Father (Lk 2:48-49).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Virgin Birth

Early Church Witness:

“The Virgin Mary, being obedient to His word, received from an angel the glad tidings that she would bear God” (St. Irenaeus, Against Heresies, ~180 AD).



“The Archangel Gabriel bears witness, bringing good tidings to Mary. The Virgin Mother of God bears witness” (St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Catechetical Lectures, ~350 AD).



“He that is born in time here below, of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God” (St. Athanasius, On the Incarnation of the Word of God and Against the Arians, ~365 AD).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Perpetual Virginity

Biblical Evidence:

		In the OT, “brother” has a wide range of semantic meaning including members of the family by marriage or by law rather than by blood.

		In the OT, “brother” could even refer to friends or political allies (2 Sam 1:26; Amos 1:9).

		In the OT, Lot is called Abraham’s “brother” even though Lot was his nephew (Gen 14:14, 11:26-28). Jacob is called the “brother” of his uncle Laban (Gen 29:15). Eleazar’s daughters married their cousins who were called their “brothers” (1 Chr 23:21-22).

		In the NT, “brother” is also a more inclusive term, applying to cousins as well. Jewish modes of expression must be in mind when considering the context of a passage (Mt 12:46, 13:55; Mk 3:31-34, 6:3; Lk 8:19-20; Jn 2:12, 7:3, 5, 10; Acts 1:14; 1 Cor 9:5).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Immaculate Conception

Biblical Evidence:

BNT Luke 1:28 kai. eivselqw.n pro.j auvth.n ei=pen\ cai/re( kecaritwme,nh( o` ku,rioj meta. sou/Å

“And he came to her and said, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!”

2. “kecaritwme,nh” = “full of grace”: This is the only biblical instance where an angel addresses someone by a title instead of a personal  name. Therefore, “full of grace” doubles as her name and reveals her character. Luke could have used “plh,rhj ca,ritoj” (full of grace) as he did to describe Stephen (Acts 6:8), however, choosing to use “kecaritwme,nh” reveals that Mary is already graced by God and is now filled with divine life. Mary’s unparalleled role as Mother of God and her unique place in the turning point of salvation history allows this most exalted translation as most fitting.
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Coredemptrix, Helper, Benefactress, Advocate, Mediatrix of All Graces

Early Church Witness:

The early Church witness for these titles is bound up in the exaltation of Mary as the new Eve. Thus, their collective proclamation: “Death through Eve, life through Mary.”

Church Teaching

“This motherhood of Mary in the order of grace continues uninterruptedly from the consent which she loyally gave at the Annunciation and which she sustained without wavering beneath the cross, until the eternal fulfillment of all the elect. Taken up to heaven, she did not lay aside this saving office but by her manifold intercession continues to bring us the gifts of eternal salvation…Therefore, the Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church under the titles of Advocate, Helper, Benefactress, and Mediatrix” (Lumen Gentium 62, cited in CCC 969).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Coredemptrix, Helper, Benefactress, Advocate, Mediatrix of All Graces

Biblical Evidence:

		The Church is a holy nation, a kingdom of priests (1 Pet 2:9; Rev 1:6). Christ is not a loner. Jesus as the head is host to subordinate mediators—His members, His branches—who share in His priestly activity (Jn 15:5-8, 17:22).

		Christ’s priesthood is explained in terms of His being the firstborn Son of God (Heb 1:1-27), which is the basis for our own divine sonship (Heb 2:10-17), as well as our priestly sanctity and service (Heb 13:10-16; 1 Pet 2:5). As the Church, we are sons in the Son, priests in the great High Priest. There is no tension between Redeemer and the redeemed.

		As the Church, we are fellow workers or co-redeemers with Christ in completing His plan of salvation. In this sense, Christ’s work is not finished (1 Cor 3:9; Col 1:24).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Immaculate Conception

Biblical Evidence:

BNT Luke 1:28 kai. eivselqw.n pro.j auvth.n ei=pen\ cai/re( kecaritwme,nh( o` ku,rioj meta. sou/Å

“And he came to her and said, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!”

		“cai/re” = “Hail!” or “Rejoice!”: The theme of joy and gladness punctuates Luke’s infancy narrative (1:14, 44, 47, 58, 2:10, 20). In OT passages, the call to rejoice echoes Daughter Zion (Ps 9, Is 62) and Mother Jerusalem, whose faithful children will rejoice in the messianic age because God has chosen to dwell in their midst (Joel 2:23-24; Zeph 3:14-17, Zech 9:9). Mary, chosen to be the virgin mother of the Messiah, is greeted with the same summons because she is the embodiment of faithful Israel and the most privileged recipient of Yahweh’s messianic blessings.
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Immaculate Conception

Biblical Evidence:

		“It was fitting that the mother of him in whom ‘the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily’ (Col 2:9) should herself be ‘full of grace’” (CCC 722). It is for Christ’s glory that Mary is glorified. All-holy Mary is a  foretaste for the Church.

		God is Creator and Redeemer. God’s grace filled Mary, his creation and mother, in a transformational way. Notice the only other NT use of the verb that describes Mary as “full of grace” describes transformational grace (Eph 1:6-7).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Immaculate Conception

Biblical Evidence:

		Mary, as a new Eve figure, is worthy of greater grace than Eve as we sense the escalation in God’s plan from the OT to the NT. Eve, in the order of creation, is raised above human nature from the moment of her existence. While Mary, in the order of redemption, is raised above human nature from the moment of her existence.

		The ark of the covenant, the most holy item in the tabernacle or temple, was covered with pure gold inside and out from the moment it was created. Mary is covered with sanctifying grace from the moment of her conception, won by the merits of her son, Jesus. Since Mary is without sin, she is all-holy.

		Jesus perfectly fulfilled the commandment to honor his mother.
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Immaculate Conception

Early Church Witness:

“You alone and your Mother are good in every way; for there is no blemish in thee, my Lord, and no stain in thy Mother” (St. Ephrem of Syria, Nisibene Hymns 27.8,  ~350 AD).

Mary is “free from all stain of sin” (St. Ambrose of Milan, Commentary on Psalm 118:22-30, 387 AD).

“O virgin lady, immaculate Mother of God, my lady most glorious, most gracious, higher than heaven, much purer than the sun’s splendor, rays or light…you bore God and the Word according to the flesh” (St. Ephrem of Syria, Prayer to the Most Holy Mother God, 4th Century AD).

All have sinned “except the holy Virgin Mary, concerning whom, for the honor of the Lord, I wish no question to be raised at all, when we are treating of sins. After all, how do we know what greater degree of grace for a complete victory over sin was conferred on her who merited to conceive and bring forth Him Who all admit was without sin” (St. Augustine, De Natura et Gratia 42, 415 AD).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Assumption

Biblical Evidence:

		In the NT book of Revelation, “a woman clothed with the sun” stands in the place of the ark of his covenant in heaven (11:19-12:1). We know that the ark was the most holy item in God’s temple and was overshadowed by God’s presence in the OT (Ex 25:20; 40:1-34). This “woman” gave birth to a “son”, a male child destined to rule all nations with an iron rod (Rev 12:5). The woman’s “son” can only be Jesus, the ultimate fulfillment of Psalm 2. The “woman” can only be Mary.

		Of course, Mary is the foretaste for the people of God who still await their glorious assumption into heaven. Thus, Mary is our life, our sweetness, and our hope. Following Mary’s supreme example, it is no surprise to see the people of God described as “the woman and her offspring” who keep the commandments and bear witness to Jesus (Rev 12:17).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Assumption



Against: The idea that Mary was assumed into heaven at the end of her earthly life is a presumptuous assumption!

In Support: The Biblical evidence and archeological evidence recognize that Mary was assumed into heaven body and soul at the end of her earthly life. Relics of saints were zealously guarded and highly prized by the early Church. There were never any claims to her bones and no record of her bodily remains being venerated anywhere. However, the Biblical evidence is much more compelling.
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Perpetual Virginity

Early Church Witness:

Early Christian writing bears witness to “brothers” of Jesus that were sons of Joseph through a previous marriage leaving him a widower before marrying Mary. This would explain the elderly attitude the “brothers” of Jesus exhibit toward him (Jn 7:3-4; Mk 3:21). When Joseph was chosen from a group of widowers to serve as husband and protector of Mary, who was a virgin consecrated to God, and initially objected to taking in Mary. “I have children, and I an old man, and she is a young girl.” (Protoevangelium of James 4:9, 125 AD). 



The early Church Fathers witnessed to Mary’s perpetual virginity (Origen, Hilary of Poiters, Athanasius, Epiphanius of Salamis, Jerome, Augustine, etc.). Even the initial Protestant Reformers held strong to the doctrine of the perpetual virginity of Mary (Luther, Calvin, Zwingli).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Assumption

Biblical Evidence:

		In the OT, Enoch, Elijah, and perhaps Moses and others were assumed to heaven (Gen 5:24; 2 Kings 2; Jude 9).

		In the NT, Mary’s assumption is prefigured by Luke in the incarnation account. Luke records the angels words to Mary: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God” (1:35). Also, Mary’s song to the Lord proclaims, “For he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden. For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name” (1:48-49).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Daughter of Zion

Biblical Evidence:

		“And do you, O children Zion, exalt and rejoice in the Lord, your God!” (Joel 2:23)

		“Shout for joy, O daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, O Israel! Be glad and exalt with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has removed the judgment against you, he has turned away your enemies; The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst, you have no further misfortune to fear. On that day, it shall be said to Jerusalem: Fear not, O Zion, be not discouraged! The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior; He will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew you in his love, He will sing joyfully because of you, as one sings at festivals (Zeph 3:14-17).

		“Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion! See, I am coming to dwell among you, says the Lord” (Zech 2:14).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Assumption

Early Church Witness:

St. Epiphanius of Salamis (~375 AD), Quodvultdeus (~450 AD), Andrew of Caesarea (~ 550 AD), St. Gregory of Tours (~580 AD), and St. John of Damascus (~745 AD) testify that Mary was assumed body and soul into heaven.

“The course of this life having been completed by Blessed Mary, when now she would be called from the world, all the apostles came together from their various regions to her house. And when they had heard that she was about to be taken from the world, they kept watch together with her. And behold, the Lord Jesus came with His angels, and taking her soul, He gave it over to the Angel Michael and withdrew. At daybreak, however, the apostles took up her body on a beir and placed it in a tomb; and they guarded it, expecting the Lord to come. And behold, again the Lord stood by them; and the holy body having been received, He commanded that it be taken in a cloud to paradise: where now, rejoined to the soul, [Mary] rejoices with the Lord’s chosen ones, and is in the enjoyment of the good of an eternity that will never end” (St. Gregory of Tours, Eight Books of Miracles, ~580 AD).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



Assumption

Biblical Evidence:

		Both Adam and Eve would return to the ground (Gen 3:19). However, “death” would not hold down the new Adam (Eph 1:17-23) and those belonging to God (Mt 27:52-53; Lk 16:22; Heb 11; 1 Pet 4:6). Since Mary is the new Eve, it is fitting that she share the same fate as the new Adam, Christ—gloriously assumed into heaven.

		Mary was with Jesus in the beginning at his birth, at the beginning of his ministry, at the end of his ministry, she was present at Pentecost. Mary is the ultimate fulfillment of the “woman” in the first mention of the gospel in the first book of Bible (Gen 3:15). As an inclusio, it is no surprise to see Mary assumed into heaven with her son, Jesus, in their ultimate resting place (Ps 132:8) recorded in the last book of the Bible (Rev 11:19-12:1).

		Since Mary is all-holy and “nothing unclean shall enter heaven” (Rev 21:27), it wonderfully fitting that John looked up and saw Mary gloriously adorned as the Queen of Heaven (Rev 12:1).
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Daughter of Zion



Against: I’m not sure that I know what you’re talking about when you say that Mary is the Daughter of Zion, let alone believe it.

In Support: The Lord has chosen “Zion” for his dwelling place forever with his faithful children “Israel.” Mary is the Lord’s prized daughter among his sons and daughters and is the embodiment of faithful Israel.
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Daughter of Zion

Biblical Evidence:

7.   The hope of Israel rested on the Messiah who would come and forever be seated on the throne of David (2 Sam 7; Ps 89). As we just saw, Luke’s Annunciation (1:26-38) draws almost word-for-word from Zephaniah (3:14-18) and describes Mary as a virgin pledged to be married to Joseph, a descendant of David, who will give birth to “Son of the Most High.” In Luke’s gospel (and also in Matthew’s gospel), there is a striking excitement that the historical hope of Israel focuses now, directly on Mary who will give birth to the long-awaited Messiah. Since Luke portrays Mary as the new Daughter Zion, the embodiment of Israel, the representative of her people, called to rejoice that God, as her Savior and King, has come into her midst, this is an exceptional occasion unique in all salvation history. The OT prophets foretold and Israel long anticipated this joyful time in human history. The words the prophets taught Israel to hear, “Say to daughter Zion, your Savior comes!” (Is 62:11), are heard now by Mary! 
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Daughter of Zion

Biblical Evidence:

		Rejoice heartily, O daughter Zion, shout for joy, O daughter Jerusalem! See your king shall come to you; a just savior is he” (Zech 9:9).

		“Yes, the Lord has chosen Zion, desired it for a dwelling: this is my resting place forever; here I will dwell, for I desire it” (Ps 132:14).

		Luke 1                                                   Zephaniah 3 

Hail,                                                       Shout for joy,

full of grace!                                          O daughter Zion! 

The Lord                                                The King of Israel, the Lord

is with you....                                         is in your midst...

Do not be afraid, Mary                          Fear not, O Zion...

You will conceive in your womb          Your God is in your midst,

...[the] Son of the Most High                 a mighty savior
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Not Your Average Joe!

Don’t be afraid to                     take Jesus and Mary into your home.                                     As Joseph considered quietly dismissing                                    Mary, an angel of the Lord                                          appeared to him in a dream and said,                                     “Joseph, son of David, do not fear                                        to take Mary your wife, for                                               that which is conceived in her is                             of the Holy Spirit.”





Matthew 1:19-20
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How do the names and events ascribed to Mary reveal Her beauty and Christ’s work?



New Daughter of Zion

In the OT, Zion is shown as Spouse, Daughter, Virgin, and Mother as is Mary. Since Mary has been shown to be wife to Jesus Christ (as the new Eve of the new Adam) and also the Mother of God through a Virgin Birth, the focus here has been on her role as a child of God—Daughter of Zion.

Church Witness:

“The Sacred Scriptures of both the Old and the New Testament, as well as ancient Tradition show the role of the Mother of the Savior in the economy of salvation in an ever clearer light and draw attention to it. The books of the Old Testament describe the history of salvation, by which the coming of Christ into the world was slowly prepared. These earliest documents, as they are read in the Church and are understood in the light of a further and full revelation, bring the figure of the woman, Mother of the Redeemer, into a gradually clearer light. When it is looked at in this way, she is already prophetically foreshadowed in the promise of victory over the serpent which was given to our first parents after their fall into sin. Likewise she is the Virgin who shall conceive and bear a son, whose name will be called Emmanuel. She stands out among the poor and humble of the Lord, who confidently hope for and receive salvation from Him. With her the exalted Daughter of Zion, and after a long expectation of the promise, the times are fulfilled and the new Economy established, when the Son of God took a human nature from her, that He might in the mysteries of His flesh free man from sin” (Pope Paul VI, Lumen Gentium 55, 1964).
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They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching…

“The whole concern of doctrine and its teaching must be directed to the love that never ends. Whether something is proposed for belief, for hope or for action, the love of our Lord must always be made accessible, so that anyone can see that all the works of perfect Christian virtue spring from love and have no other object than to arrive at love” (CCC 25).
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