Introduction

The construction of this curriculum is a prayerful attempt at a greater sense of unity in the Church. C. K. Chesterton once asked the question, If we come to a wall and we are not sure why it is placed there, do we blow it up or first ask if it has reason for being there? He also commented that the doctrinal walls of our faith form the boundaries of a safe playground for all therein to enjoy. With the aim of enjoying our faith in a safe environment, it is important to consider our doctrinal walls that mark off the Church playground. This curriculum project considers four walls that form a Roman Catholic playground. Are escaped Protestants justified in declaring the Roman Catholic playground an unsafe playground in which to play? 

Through the means of this curriculum project, my invitation to the reader is, Come and play with me!

Michael J. Cook

Lesson #1: The Question of Authority Study Questions

1. What is a good way for Catholics and Protestants to engage in honest and loving dialogue? How should we define the rules of engagement?

2. What is the authoritative basis for Protestants faith? Catholic’s faith? Your faith?

3. What is meant by the Catholic understanding of Tradition? What is it? What is it not?

4. Does the Bible teach Tradition?

5.  For most Protestants, How do sola scriptura and 2 Tim 3:16-17 relate to one another?

6. What role did Martin Luther play in the “Reformation”? What role didn’t he play?

7. According to the Catholic Church, Why is Tradition important to our salvation?

8. What is significant about the Bereans (in contrast to the Thessalonians)? What practical application does the character of the Bereans have for us today?

For further study: Early Church History, Writings of the Church Fathers, Reformation Church History

Lesson #2: A Conversation about the Pope Study Questions

1. What is a good definition for “Pope”?

2. Have you ever had a good conversation about the Pope? Perhaps, the character of certain Popes throughout the ages? Or, His place of primacy and authority?

3. What are Protestant objections to Catholic claims about the Pope? What is your discernment of these claims?

4. How would you address the question of “the abuse of power” in the Catholic Church structure?

5. Is their credible biblical evidence for ascribing words like “keys,” “chief,” and “prime” to a current Pope figure?

6. How does our understanding of the Davidic Covenant and Davidic Kingdom background affect the grid through which the Church structure (offices) is viewed?

7. Is apostolic succession biblical? Was there ever any intention of Jesus Christ to establish successive Pope figures after Peter died?

8. Is infallibility a Catholic invention? Why or why not?

9. What did the early Church believe about the primacy of Peter and his successors?

For further study: The Davidic Covenant and Davidic Kingdom, Early Church History, Reformation History, The History of the 265 Popes spanning nearly 2000 years

Lesson #3: The Question of Justification Study Questions

1. What is the common Protestant view of Justification? Catholic view? Your view? (We are justified by…?)

2. Are Paul and James’ teaching on justification in opposition or agreement?

3. What did the early Church have to say about Justification? Do works cooperate with saving faith? In other words, are “works” necessary for salvation?

4. Is there any biblical evidence, besides James, that “works” are necessary for salvation (justification)?

5. What is the difference between our understanding of mere imputed righteousness (as a Judge would grant in a Courtroom) and Sonship (as a Father would grant in a Family)?

6. What did the Reformers say about Justification? The Council of Trent?

7. As you see it, do Catholic and Protestant semantics (language misconceptions) contribute to misunderstanding each other? Does this play a big part or a small part in the overall discussion?

For further study: Early Church History, Reformation History, The Life and Work of Martin Luther, The Council of Trent

Lesson #4: The Question of Mary Study Questions

1. Does honoring Mary take away from worshipping Jesus?

2. Does Mary point us to Jesus? How so?

3. Does Jesus point us to Mary? How so?

4. Does reading the Bible typologically minimize the historical importance of the text in its original setting?

5. How has your understanding of Mary grown throughout this study, especially as you consider the names and events surrounding Mary’s life?

6. As you see it, is the Biblical evidence and Church witness for these Marian claims overcooked? In which cases?

7. Is Mother Teresa’s teaching, “Know Mary, Know Jesus,” a good summary of Mary’s beauty and Christ’s work?

8. Would you like to “ponder these things in your heart” that you’ve heard about Mary, continuing to reflect on their meaning?

9. How is Mary an example for the Church? How does the life of Mary affect my life? My hope? My sense of belonging in the family of God?

For further study: The Catholic Church throughout History on Mary, Luther/Calvin/ Zwingli on Mary, The escalating significance of the “woman” from Genesis to Revelation

