Michael J. Cook, Confession of Faith

“I Believe—We Believe”

We believe that God is there and has revealed himself and gives himself to man. The one true God, our Creator and Lord, can be known with certainty from his works, by the light of human reason. God illumines the heart of man as he searches for meaning in his life. The desire for God is written in the human heart, because man is created by God and for God, and God never ceases to draw man to himself. 

Religious forms, such as prayers, meditations, sacrifices, sacraments, rituals, and so forth, historically have given expression to the religious being. In God, we live and move and have our being. Religious forms that shape the intimate and vital bond of man to God can be forgotten or even explicitly rejected by man in his sin because man has forgotten or rejected God, as all have in Adam. God never ceases to pursue man, so as to bring life and happiness. Lasting rejection of man to God results in lasting damnation. 

Man’s faculties make him capable of coming to a knowledge of the existence of a personal God. But for man to be able to enter into real intimacy with him, God willed both to reveal himself to man and to give him the grace of being able to welcome this revelation in faith. The inborn faculty of human reason that all humans possess by virtue of being created in the image of God is hampered without being enlightened by God’s revelation, which allows man to possess the deeper truths of God. The various perfections of creatures—their truth, their goodness, their beauty—all reflect the infinite perfection of God. 

God transcends all creatures and man’s knowledge of God is limited, as is our language to describe God. When man is completely united with God there will be no more trials and sorrow, for in that fullness we will be full of God. When creation is fully transformed, God and man will dwell in complete harmony and happiness there—a restored and renewed Eden.

Personal Summary of CCC 26-50, Scripture verses therein cited. 

Topics: Revelation, Trinity, Attributes, Creation of Mankind (Man & Woman), Fall, Sin, Mission of Christ, Sacraments, Sovereignty of God, Free Will of Man, Purpose of Creation, Hell, Heaven

1. The Revelation of God

2. The Transmission of Divine Revelation

3. Sacred Scripture

1. The Revelation of God

God reveals his plan of loving goodness making known the mystery of his will. His will was that man should access the Father, through Christ, the Word made flesh, in the Holy Spirit, and thus become sharers in the divine nature as sons of God. Throughout redemptive history, God’s unfolding plan has been revealed in stages where God has made himself known and has fathered his people in covenant love. God’s family has been established and escalates or flowers into God’s new covenant family, the Church. 

Adam (marriage)( Noah (household)(Abraham (tribe)(Moses (twelve tribes into a national family)(David (national kingdom family)(Christ (New Covenant as God’s worldwide or “catholic” family to include all nations, both Jews and Gentiles).

The Church is the new kingdom of God—the Davidic kingdom renewed and restored. Having this understanding, the structure of the Church becomes clear—Jesus as a new David, Mary as a new queen mother to the Davidic king (as was Bathsheba), and Peter as a new prime minister or chief steward of the kingdom (as was Eliakim), and so forth. The Church, the new covenant community, will never pass away since it is the new and definitive covenant and no new public revelation is to be expected before the glorious manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ. Although revelation is already complete, it has not been made completely explicit, and the Church continues to grasp its full significance.

2. The Transmission of Divine Revelation

God desires all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth, that is, Jesus Christ. In preaching the Gospel as Christ commanded, his disciples are to bring the gifts of God to all men. The Gospel had been promised beforehand by the prophets, and was fulfilled in his own person and proclaimed with his own lips. 

In keeping with the Lord’s command, the Gospel was passed on both orally and in writing with one common source—the Word of God living. Oral tradition is to be distinguished from the various theological, disciplinary, liturgical, or devotional traditions, born in local churches over time. Apostolic succession, the successive college of bishops, by the Holy Spirit has safeguarded the apostolic teaching, once and for all handed down to the saints so that one family, flowing out of the same divine well-spring, moves toward the same goal. The goal of building the new kingdom of God, the Church, unto completion is superficially frustrated by doctrinal division—yet even the expression of this division refines and spurs on that which is the fullness of the truth.

All the faithful working together in their various roles with their various gifts, under the action of the one Holy Spirit, contribute effectively to the salvation of souls.

3. Sacred Scripture

Jesus Christ is the unique Word of Sacred Scripture, revealed in the flesh of man. Not subject to time, this unique Word extends throughout Scripture and the same Utterance resounds in the mouths of all the sacred writers. God is the author of Sacred Scripture by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and through certain human authors, making full use of their own faculties to write whatever God wanted written, and no more. The Canon of Scripture—included list of sacred books in the OT and NT—has been discerned by the apostolic Tradition. 

The Church has always venerated the Scriptures as she venerates the Lord’s Body. As in the Lord’s Body broken for us, the Church constantly finds her nourishment and her strength in Sacred Scripture, for she welcomes it not as a human word, but as what it really is, the word of God that is living and active. Through the Holy Spirit, God speaks truth to man in a human way that does not contradict that truth the Holy Spirit has always affirmed. For this reason, the reader of Sacred Scripture is advised to read them in light of the living Tradition of the whole Church, being attentive to the whole of Scripture and the deeper meanings of faith, especially the eternal significance of people, place, and events. It has been said that The Letter speaks of deeds; Allegory to faith; The Moral how to act; Anagogy (“leading”) our destiny.

Personal Summary of CCC 51-198, Scripture verses therein cited. 

Topics: Theological Method, Revelation, Trinity, Mission of Christ, Sovereignty of God, Free Will of Man, Scripture, Inspiration, Interpretation, Canon, Inerrancy, Person of Christ, Person of the Spirit, Gifts of the Spirit, The Nature and Structure of the Church, Eucharist, Theology, Heaven
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

This creed is a personal pledge uniting in the same confession in the communion of the faithful. This creed is a synthesis of essential elements of the faith summarizing the whole knowledge of the truth contained in the OT and NT. 

Initially used as a Baptismal confession and divided into three articles, the focus is on the Triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who is our baptismal seal. “God” is the “one Triune God who Is,” who is Grace and Love. 

“Heaven and Earth” includes all that is seen and unseen such as those beings in the angelic realm. 

The “Virgin Mary” means ever-Virgin or perpetual-Virgin Mary and reveals that Jesus Christ has no father, except God the Father, and no mother, except Mary. Thus, the mystery of the Incarnation reveals the Son as the God-Man, born of the flesh (woman) in order to save man by reconciling us with God. 

“He suffered…” illuminates sinful mankind and also the love of God to take upon himself the curse of the old covenant. Thus, Jesus fulfills the Law to the point of establishing a new covenant in his blood—a once for all time sacrifice. 

“He Descended into Hell” proposes that Jesus, like all men, experienced death in his soul as he descended to the realm of the dead and as the conqueror of death, delivered those who were his from the grips of death. 

“He ascended…” is our glorious hope of ascension, by his grace, soon to be realized in the kingdom that has no end. 

“He will come again…” expresses the authority and power and dominion in the risen Christ, our Lord, who dwells on earth in his Church, until all things are subjected to him through persecution, until “all Israel” reaches full conclusion will the Messiah’s second coming be suspended, until the final Passover and Exodus, until the last day, until all of creation is ready for completion. Those who have accepted the Spirit of love go to eternal life and those who reject the Spirit of love go to eternal death. By grace, one who has accepted the Spirit of love will be given according to his works.

“The Holy Spirit” convicts the world of sin and righteousness and judgment and leads us into all the truth, speaking in connection with the Father and the Son.

“The holy Catholic Church” is the universal structure and expression of God’s unfolding plan of redemption that is now One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic.

“The communion of saints” consists of the mystical Body of Christ participating in completing God’s plan of redemption. A member of the Body of Christ does not cease to be a member upon their earthly death.

“The forgiveness of sins” speaks of the applied benefits of the once and for all sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross to man.

“The resurrection of the body” affirms the redemption of God’s creation, supremely man, from decay and death. The faith and hope of man rests on this fact.

“Life everlasting” is the goal and reward of a happy life lived with God in covenant love.

The “Amen” is Jesus Christ, himself. He is the definitive “Amen” of the Father’s love for us. He takes up and completes the Amen to the Father. For all the promises of God find their “Yes” in Christ, to the glory of God.

Original sin entails captivity under the power of him who was given the power of death and is the devil. This dominion over man resulted in the wounded nature of man, yet he still remains free. The Apostles Creed confesses the redemption from sin and the judgment of sin by Christ, who won this right on the cross.

Personal Summary of CCC 185-1065, Scripture verses therein cited. 

Topics: Revelation, Trinity, Mary, Creation, Redemption, Baptism, Mission of Christ, Atonement, Original Sin, Sovereignty of God, Free Will of Man, Faith & Works, Scripture, Communion of Saints, Person of Christ, Person of the Spirit, Theology, The Nature and Structure of the Church, Eschatology, Heaven, Hell, Eternal Rewards, Eternal Judgment
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