2 Kings 5:3 - tr,b,G word study (plus, literary and historical progression)
tr,b,G (hr'ybiG) = mistress, queen/great lady, queen mother
	Verse
	Referent
	Form

	Gen 16:4, 8, 9
	Sarai (Sarah), Hagar’s mistress
	trbG

	1 Kings 11:19
	Tahpenes, queen
	hrbG

	1 Kings 15:13, 2 Chronicles 15:16
	Maacah, king Asa’s grandmother in the position of queen mother
	hrbG

	*2 Kings 5:3
	Naaman’s wife is the mistress of the young servant girl from Israel, who is her maid 
	trbG

	2 Kings 10:13
	King Ahaziah’s queen mother
	hrbG

	Psalm 123:2
	Handmaiden relationship showing subordination; the maid is served from the hand of the mistress
	trbG

	Proverbs 30:23
	Handmaiden (maid and mistress) relationship showing the lack of subordination 
	trbG

	Isaiah 24:2
	Handmaiden (maid and mistress) relationship 
	trbG

	*Isaiah 47:5, 7
	Queen Babylon, a defiled virgin (47:1) was the greatest kingdom from the world’s perspective, is now promised to be dethroned and offspring (daughter) Babylonians will perish because of idolatrous counsel (47:13). There will be no eternal kingdom for the Babylonians against their claim: “I will continue forever – the eternal queen.”
	trbG

	Jeremiah 13:18
	Queen mother of the king who sits on David’s throne
	hrbG

	Jeremiah 29:2
	Queen mother of king Jehoiachin
	hrbG


Gaining Significance

2 Sam 7:12-14  - promise of the Messiah, a priest-king from David’s line, who will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. (Jesus, “the Son of David” Mt 22:42)

Isaiah 7:13-14 – Hear then, O house of David!…The Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” (“a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary” Lk 1:27).

Israel’s kingdom was a type of the kingdom of God (1 Sam 8:7) -- As David established a holy city in Jerusalem, so his ultimate successor would create a heavenly Jerusalem. Also, there was never a Davidic king without a Davidic Queen

1. Identifying Jesus as the Messiah through Davidic kingdom typology.

2. Identifying Mary as the Queen mother of the Davidic king, Jesus.

ANE monarchies ruled by a king in a polygamous society

Two problems: (1) Who is the queen? (2) Whose son is the successor to the throne?

The queen mother custom solved both problems. The woman ordinarily honored as the queen was not the wife of the king, but his mother. She was also persuasive in winning the throne for her son. So, the queen mother was wife to the former king and mother to the present king—she embodied the continuity of dynastic succession benefiting dynastic stability.

*Hittite, Ugarite, Assyrian, Akkadian parallels

Position of the queen mother

1. HONOR – an office with real authority

King Solomon (the son) bows to the Bathsheba (the mother)

“When Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him for Adonijah, the king stood up to meet her, bowed down to her and sat down on his throne. He had a throne brought for the king's mother, and she sat down at his right hand” (1 Kings 2:19).

Bathsheba (the wife) bows to King David (the husband)

So Bathsheba visited the king in his room, while Abishag the Shunamite was attending him because of his advanced age. Bathsheba bowed in homage to the king, who said to her, "What do you wish?" She answered him: "My lord, you swore to me your handmaid by the LORD, your God, that my son Solomon should reign after you and sit upon your throne. (1 Kings 1:15-17)

[Maacah-Asa] 1 King 15:13 (the abuse of position shows the use—Maacah had an extensive influence on the people of the royal kingdom)

[Athaliah-Ahaziah] 2 King 11:1 (Athaliah easily seized power upon son’s death)

When Jerusalem falls to Babylon, Nehushta, king Jehoiachin’s mother is also removed. (2 Kings 24:15).

“Say to the king and to the queen mother, ‘Come down from your thrones, for your glorious crowns will fall from your heads’” (Jer 13:18).

2. SUBORDINATION TO THE KING

The power of the king is in no way threatened by the office of the queen mother. The king bows to his mother in her privileged position, but he remains the king. The queen mother sits at the king’s right hand, not vice versa.

Roles of the queen mother

1. Provide stability (a key to dynastic succession)

2. Counsel to the king (Adonijah begs Bathsheba to intercede to Solomon on his behalf—“he will not refuse you.” Also, in Psalm 31 we see how valued the counsel of king Lemuel’s mother was to him)

3. Advocate, or intercessor, for the people

Wedding at Cana

Mary counsels her son about the concerns of other people and also counsels others to obey, not her own counsel, rather the instruction of Jesus, the Davidic King. (John 2).

Revelation 12

A “woman” clothed with the sun with a crown of twelve stars on her head gives birth to a male child destined to rule the world. The “male child” = King Jesus. The “woman” = Mary = The Queen of Heaven = Our Queen mother!

Application

In 2 Kings 5:3, the “mistress” from Israel, the tr,b,G, in connection with her slave girl from Israel, provide counsel to the king as she intercedes on behalf of Naaman, advocating his healing. Elisha, the prophet of God in Israel, heals Naaman.

With what we understand of the new Davidic kingdom, Mary provides counsel to the new Davidic king, Jesus, as she intercedes on our behalf, advocating our healing. Jesus, the Prophet-King of God, can and does heal us through the intercession of Mary. (1 Tim 2:1, 5; Rev 5:8; 8:3, 4; 12:1).

RESOURCES:

Ancient Israel, It’s Life and Institutions (Roland De Vaux) Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997.

Hail, Holy Queen (Scott Hahn) New York: DoubleDay, 2001.
The Church speaks: Mary, Mother of God and Intercession of the Saints

Clement of Alexandria

"In this way is he [the true Christian] always pure for prayer. He also prays in the society of angels, as being already of angelic rank, and he is never out of their holy keeping; and though he pray alone, he has the choir of the saints standing with him [in prayer]" (Miscellanies 7:12 [A.D. 208]).

Gregory the Wonderworker

"For Luke, in the inspired Gospel narratives, delivers a testimony not to Joseph only, but also to Mary, the Mother of God, and gives this account with reference to the very family and house of David" (Four Homilies 1 [A.D. 262]).

Methodius

"Hail to you forever, you virgin Mother of God, our unceasing joy, for unto you do I again return. . . . Hail, you fount of the Son’s love for man. . . . Wherefore, we pray you, the most excellent among women, who boast in the confidence of your maternal honors, that you would unceasingly keep us in remembrance. O holy Mother of God, remember us, I say, who make our boast in you, and who in august hymns celebrate your memory, which will ever live, and never fade away" (Oration on Simeon and Anna 14 [A.D. 305])

"Therefore, we pray [ask] you, the most excellent among women, who glories in the confidence of your maternal honors, that you would unceasingly keep us in remembrance. O holy Mother of God, remember us, I say, who make our boast in you, and who in august hymns celebrate the memory, which will ever live, and never fade away" (ibid.).

Anonymous
"Mother of God, [listen to] my petitions; do not disregard us in adversity, but rescue us from danger" (Rylands Papyrus 3 [A.D. 350]).

Ephraim the Syrian

"You victorious martyrs who endured torments gladly for the sake of the God and Savior, you who have boldness of speech toward the Lord himself, you saints, intercede for us who are timid and sinful men, full of sloth, that the grace of Christ may come upon us, and enlighten the hearts of all of us so that we may love him" (Commentary on Mark [A.D. 370]). 

"Remember me, you heirs of God, you brethren of Christ; supplicate the Savior earnestly for me, that I may be freed through Christ from him that fights against me day by day" (The Fear at the End of Life [A.D. 370]).

Ambrose of Milan

"The first thing which kindles ardor in learning is the greatness of the teacher. What is greater than the Mother of God? What more glorious than she whom Glory Itself chose?" (The Virgins 2:2[7] [A.D. 377]).

Gregory of Nazianz

"If anyone does not agree that holy Mary is Mother of God, he is at odds with the Godhead" (Letter to Cledonius the Priest 101 [A.D. 382]).

Jerome

"You say in your book that while we live we are able to pray for each other, but afterwards when we have died, the prayer of no person for another can be heard. . . . But if the apostles and martyrs while still in the body can pray for others, at a time when they ought still be solicitous about themselves, how much more will they do so after their crowns, victories, and triumphs?" (Against Vigilantius 6 [A.D. 406]).

Augustine

"A Christian people celebrates together in religious solemnity the memorials of the martyrs, both to encourage their being imitated and so that it can share in their merits and be aided by their prayers" (Against Faustus the Manichean [A.D. 400]). 

"Neither are the souls of the pious dead separated from the Church which even now is the kingdom of Christ. Otherwise there would be no remembrance of them at the altar of God in the communication of the Body of Christ" (The City of God 20:9:2 [A.D. 419]).

Martin Luther

“One should honor Mary as she herself wished and as she expressed it in the Magnificat. She praised God for his deeds. How then can we praise her? The true honor of Mary is the honor of God, the praise of God's grace . . . Mary is nothing for the sake of herself, but for the sake of Christ . . . Mary does not wish that we come to her, but through her to God” (Explanation of the Magnificat, 1521).

“May she enlighten our intelligences, inflame our hearts, and inspire our whole life. May Christ grant us this grace through the intercession of His holy Mother” (Explanation of the Magnificat, 1521).

“Mary is the Mother of Jesus and the Mother of all of us even though it was Christ alone who reposed on her knees . . . If he is ours, we ought to be in his situation; there where he is, we ought also to be and all that he has ought to be ours, and his mother is also our mother” (Sermon, Christmas, 1529).







